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for  tins  paper,  possiDiv  witn  tne  lasi  issue  01  a  r 
Hens.  If  so,  and  vou  renew,  you  will  get  fifty  per 
cent,  more  matter  the  coming  vear,  as  the  paper  will 
contain  twelve  pages  instead  of  eight.  The  price 
will  remain  the  same,  25  cents,  as  before.  Kindly 
favor  us  at  once  with  your  renewal,  sending  25 
cents  for  same,  in  cash  or  postage  stamps. 

TAKE  NOTICE.  If  you  send  us  40  cents,  and 
one  new  subscriber,  we  will  send  the  paper  a  full 
year  to  both  for  that  amount.  Send  us  60  cents, 
and  two  new  names,  and  we  will  renew  your  sub- 
scription; or  send  60  cents,  and  we  will  enter  your 

name  alone  for  three  years.   

Either  of  the  above  offers  we  believe  give  more  AnotVipr  vpar't;  wnrV  nii  fhp  F-K-npri 

real  practical  value  for  the  money  than  can  be  got-  ^nomer  }  ear  S  \\  ork  on  tne  Jixperi- 

ten  anywhere  else.  niental  Farm  has  ended,  and  the  ac- 

Send  all  monev  and  subscriber's  address,  name,  counts   are  about   made    up.      At  this 

post  office  and  state,  (plainly  written),  in  full  to  ^vriting  (December  16)  we  are  unable  to 

A  FEW  HENS,  Box  2118,  Boston,  Mass.  give  the  full  year's  record,  but  instead 

Ave  submit  what  we  have  done  for  the 

EDITORIAL  HINTS.  eleven  months  of  the  year,  reserving- 

jggg  the  completion  of  our  report  for  the 

Start  a  club.  next  issue.     Our   poor  success  with 

Resolutions?  ducks,  as  previously  mentioned,  kept 

Start  a  diary.                               "^"^  down  the  amount  of  our  proiits,  but  on 

\dopt  a  system.                              V  the  other  hand,  our  hens  did  noble 

Aim  to  improve.                    .           i-'  work. 

Happy  New  Year '  ■  January  i,  1898,  we  had  11  White 
Adopt  wise  economy.  j  I  Wyandotte  pullets,  30  Single  Comb 
Conditions  judge  men.  I  White  Leghorn  pullets,  35  Light  Brahma 
Enjov  your  possessions.  )  pullets.  Besides  there  were  13  com- 
Ao-e  don't  improve  hens.  nion  hens,  two  years  old,  left  over  from 
There  is  no  '"best"  breed.  the  lot  we  purchased  last  year  for  set- 
Crossbreds  are  half-breeds.  ting  hens.  We  killed  the  last  common 
Beo-in  the  New  Year  aright.  lien  in  August,  and  since  then  have  only 
A  worry  some  hen  is  a  lo^er.  strictly  thoroughbreds  on  our  farm. 
Take  comfort  in  your  stock.  We  also  had,  the  first  of  the  year,  55 
Give  us  the  names  of  friends.  ducks  and  10  drakes  (of  which  6  ducks 
A  kind  rooster  is  a  good  mate.  were  Aylesbury,  and  the  remainder  were 
We  are  gaining  on  the  leaders.  of  the  Pekin  variety).  We  might  here 
vSystematic  work  makes  profit.  note  that  we  found  the  Aylesbury  ex- 
Do  you  keep  a  flock  of  drones  ?  cellent  layers,  but  not  any  better  than 
Hens  have  natures  of  their  own.  the  Pekin.  They  do  not,  in  any  way 
The  common  hen  is  cheap  labor.  that  we  can  see,  present  as  attractive 
Wish  yon  health  and  prosperity.  carcasses  as  our  American-bred  Pekin, 
Begin  small  and  grow  gradually.  and  will  never  crowd  out  our  choice. 
Tliere's  music  in  the  singing  hen.  The  following  tables  show  the  work, 
Has  the  holiday  trade  been  good  ?  per  month,  of  the  different  breeds.  The 
Let  your  aim  be  for  better  poultry.  item  "poultry"  means  the  sale  of  roast- 
Tlie  flock  should  be  thoroughbred.  iug  fowls,  broilers  and  breeding  stock  : — 
Don't  over-estimate  your  capacity. 

Are  you  working  "mechanically?"  WYANDOTTES. 

Have  you  "chronic  forgetfulness  ?"  MONTH.                   POULTRY.  EGGS. 

Personally  manage  vour  own  plant.  januarj'   $7.28  $3.10 

Economize  labor  in  a  judicious  Avay .  M^rclf.7.' '. '. '.    Z'.Z  zHt 

Carelessness  with  poultry  is  a  crime.  April        51  9.46 

Onr  readers'  good  is  A  Few  Hens'  rule.  May   4  05  3-63 

Conimon-sense  methods  are  always  best.  Jjjj'f 445  I'oi 

Comfortable   houses   makes  contented  Au|i,"st ......  7^62  .gi 

hens.  September  6.56  ,59 


MONTH.                       POULTRY.  EGGS. 

October                               44-17  .62 

November                           27.97  i-40 

S126.21  $38.13 

Total  S164.34 

LEGHORNS. 

MONTH.                       POULTRY.  EGGS. 

January                             $7.28  I4.50 

February                              3.55  7.97 

^Nlarch                                  4.00  32.38 

April   23.97 

May   1.1.26 

June   .... 

July                                      1.05  .i.^So 

August                                 1.06  i;63 

September                          12.28  .68 

October                             25.59  2.30 

November                          13.98  1.76 

$68.79  S88.34 

Total  $157.03 

BRAHMAS. 

MONTH.                       POULTRY.  EGGS. 

Januarj'  ,  $13.28  $1.78 

February                           11.60  3.92 

ISIarch                                   6.00  9.86 

April                                    1. 00  6.84 

May  -                   1. 00  3.38 

June..,   5.50 

July  50  1-5? 

August                                 4-17  .36 

September                          18.01  .66 

October                               3467  .12 

November,.-                     i9-47  .10 

$115.20  $28.59 

Total  $143-79 

COMMON  HENS. 

INIONTH.                       POULTRY.  EGGS. 

January                              $1.50  §1.46 

Febraary                              355  2.30 

March                                  1.S5  2,04 

April   2.00 

May  ■    4-5°  ^-/-«, 

June                                   ^.58  ''04 

July                                      2.4.^  ^-26 

August                                 1.06  -75 

$20.  so   

Total  :   $11.8^ 

DUCKS.  ••••^3i.32 

IMONTH.                       POULTRY.  EGG 

Januar3'                              S~. .  • .  '  $rj 

February                              1.50  9.3, 

March   19.01 

April                                    ....  17.14 

May  13-75  8.71 

J""e                                      5-9P  3.-43 

July                                 21.00,  .22 

August  4.75  .... 

September        .........           6.50  .v.. 

$52-59  $5929 

Tfttal  $111-79 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  above  table, 
tliat  in  the  §^le  of  broilers,  roasters  and 
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breeders,  the  Wyandottes  led  in  returns, 
with  the  Brahmas  a  close  second,  Leg- 
horns next,  ducks  next,  and  common 
hens  last.  In  eggs,  Leghorns  led,  ducks 
next,  Wyandottes  next,  Brahmas  next, 
common  hens  last. 

In  point  of  income,  the  Wyandottes 
averaged  |ii4.94  per  head  ;  Leghorns,  a 
fraction  less  than  1:5.23  per  head  ;  Brah- 
mas, a  fraction  over  $4.10  per  head ; 
common,  a  fraction  less  than  ^2.49  per 
head  ;  ducks,  a  fraction  over  ^^2.03  per 
head.  Understand,  this  is  not  a  profit — 
only  what  they  actually  brought  to  us. 
The  full  table,  as  well  as  the  actual 
profit,  will  be  given  next  month. 

During  1899  we  will  have  a  larger 
number  of  both  Brahmas  and  Wyan- 
dottes, but  only  the  same  number  of 
Leghorns.  The  common  crop  has  be- 
come entirely  extinct,  and  the  duck 
family  has  been  cut  down  to  two  pens 
of  5  ducks  and  i  drake  each.  We  in- 
tend each  year  to  increase  our  stock  in 
those  breeds  which  give  us  the  best  re- 
turns. 

*** 

We  have  received  some  very  flattering 
testimonials  for  the  bill  of  fare  pre- 
sented in  our  November  issue.  Many 
of  our  readers,  who  have  tried  it,  pro- 
nounce it  ideal.  But  some  write  :  "We 
cannot  buy  barley  here,"  "the  bowels  of 
our  fowls  seem  unusually  loose  since  we 
adopted  your  system,"  and  "Can  you 
give  us  a  bill  of  fare  that  will  be  sim- 
pler, and  at  the  same  time  equally 
effective." 

We  believe  the  following  bill  of  fare 
will  be  found  a  well  balanced  ration, 
which  will  give  good  results,  and  not  be 
so  apt  to  produce  looseness  of  the 
bowels : 

Cooked  cut  clover  hay,  or  Pioneer 
Clover  Meal,  4  parts;  cornmeal,  i  part; 
middlings  or  ground  oats,  or  both,  i 
part;  bran,  I  part;  linseed  meal,  25  per 
cent. ;  Bowker's  Animal  Meal,  or  meat 
scraps,  ID  per  cent.  Every  Monday  and 
Thursday,  add  a  tablespoonful  of  pow- 
dered or  granulated  charcoal  to  a  quart 
of  mixed  feed  ;  and  every  Sunday,  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  Sheridan's  Condition  Pow- 
der for  ever}'  15  fowls.  Feed  this  mash 
every  morning. 

Noon:  (Excepting  Wednesday  and 
Saturday),  feed  scalded  whole  oats, 
scattered  among  litter.  At  noon  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  feed  green  cut 
bone,  allowing  about  an  ounce  per  hen. 

Night :  Two  parts  whole  wheat  to 
one  part  whole  corn. 

For'  summer  f'^i:;ding  some  changes 
would  have  to  \  e  made  in  the  above. 

After  the  ^.owls  are  on  tfee  roost  at 
night,  sc?^'er  a  few  handfuls  of  wheat 
among  tl  -  scratching  litter  in  the 
house,  so  that  they  will  get  down  to 
exercising  the  first  thing  in  the  morn- 
ing. This  will  not  only  partially  satisfy 
their  hunger,  but  it  will  give  them  a 
l^etter  chance  to  appreciate  and  digest 
their  morning  mash. 

An  hour  after  feeding  the  mash,  give 
them  water  to  drink,  but  add  enough 
hot  water  to  take  off  the  chill. 

*** 

We  had  a  little  surprise  on  the  farm 
last  November.  As  a  rule,  the  winters 
in  southern  New  Jersey  are  very  mild, 
much  like  those  of  parts  of  Virginia, 
where  we  formerly  lived.    Snow  very 


seldom  lies  longer  than  two  days  at  a 
time,  and  the  entire  product  some  win- 
ters, if  all  put  together,  would  only 
make  decent  sleighing  for  a  week.  But, 
on  the  26th  of  last  November,  towards 
evening,  the  North  winds  began  blow- 
ing, and  this  was  followed  by  gales  of 
snow;  it  fell  fast  and  thick.  The  next 
day,  the  27th,  was  Sunday,  and  as  on 
that  day  the  young  man  who  has  charge 
of  our  farm  does  not  come  to  work,  the 
duties  of  the  day  fell  upon  our  shoulders. 

In  the  morning  when  we  arose  we 
found  everything  completely  covered. 
The  drifts  in  places  measured  four  feet, 
especially  in  our  main  walks.  The 
weather  up  to  the  26th  had  been  so  mild 
we  did  not  worry  about  the  cockerels 
confined  in  our  2x2  foot  houses  with 
wire  runs.  So  this  morning  we  found 
all  our  small  coops  completely  covered, 
and  the  snow  had  drifted  in  many  of 
the  4x4  foot  houses  with  their  wire  net- 
ting windows.    Here  meant  work. 

First  we  began  shoveling  paths,  but 
many  of  these  soon  drifted  shut,  as  the 
storm  seemed  to  be  still  at  its  height. 
Still  we  managed  to  keep  down  the 
worst,  and  we  unearthed  the  2x2  foot 
houses.  We  found  the  birds  in  these 
all  in  good  condition,  the  snow  having 
kept  them  warm.  Then  we  opened  up 
the  4x4  houses,  and  found  these  fowls 
none  the  worse  for  their  experience.  In 
our  regular  breeding  pens  there  was  no 
trouble.  To  make  a  long  story  short, 
we  were  busy  that  whole  day  shoveling 
snow,  feeding,  and  doing  other  neces- 
sary work.  We  carted  every  2x2  foot 
house  on  a  wheelbarrow  to  our  large 
feed  room,  and  after  closing  up  again 
for  the  night  we  felt  that  we  performed 
the  hardest  day's  work  we  had  done  for 
years. 

*** 

We  now  have  a  rack  made  on  the  in- 
side of  our  feed  room,  and  we  keep  our 
2x2  foot  coops  on  that,  taking  them  out 
doors  only  during  nice  weather.  These 
will  be  utilized  during  the  winter  for 
exchange  breeding  roosters,  and  for 
broody  hens  that  we  do  not  want  to  set. 


That  inspiration  reached  us  through  the 
storm  !  You  know  we  can  catch  a  lesson 
from  every  mishap. 

*** 

A  load  of  cedar  posts  are  now  in  the 
ground,  which  will  be  used  shortly  in 
making  double  yards  for  our  breeding 
pens.  In  the  front  of  the  scratching 
pens  we  have  a  run  16x50  feet,  and  now 
we  want  to  put  the  same  sized  run  on 
the  back,  and  have  an  outlet  to  these 
back  runs  through  scratching  sheds. 
This  will  be  better  than  an  entire  run  of 
100  feet,  as  it  will  give  us  a  chance  to 
keep  green  grass  or  some  other  green 
crop  growing  in  the  one  while  the  other 
yard  is  used.  We  began  our  runs  by 
having  two  feet  of  boards  and  then 
three  feet  of  wire  on  top  for  fencing. 
We  shall  now  use  nothing  but  wire,  and 
in  order  to  prevent  fighting  through  the 
fence,  we  shall  never  run  two  flocks  in 
adjoining  yards.    Following  is  our  idea  : 


A 

D 

House 

B 

E 

C 

P 

'  When  the  fowls  are  in  Yard  A  and  C, 
Yard  E  is  occupied,  and  Yards  B,  D  and 
F  are  sown  to  some  green  crop.  When 
Yard  B  is  occupied,  the  flocks  formerly 
in  A  and  C  are  turned  into  D  and  F,  and 
Yards  A,  C  and  E  are  sown.  This  plan 
we  find,  after  looking  our  limited  terri- 
tory over,  will  give  us  the  best  results, 
as  there  will  be  no  chance  for  the  ground 
becoming  tainted,  as  is  often  the  case  in 
sections  where  heavy  soil  abounds,  and, 
besides,  it  will  settle  an  important  ques- 
tion of  green  food  during  the  summer, 
as  our  fowls  cannot  have  a  range. 

*** 

When  we  built  the  addition  to  our 
scratching  shed,  as  mentioned  in  our 
October  number,  a  circumstance  hap- 
pened that  many  might  think  only  a 
theory.  This  new  pen  adjoined  the  pen 
occupied  by  our  Leghorns,  and  up  to 
the  time  we  began  building  they  were 
doing  some  fine  laying.  In  putting  up 
the  frame  work  of  the  new  house,  we 
were  compelled  to  do  considerable 
pounding,  and  almost  immediately  our 
Leghorns  shut  off  laying.  For  thirteen 
days  they  did  not  lay  an  egg,  and  then 
on  the  fourteenth  day  they  laid  one,  and 
have  not  increased  it  further  than  that 
at  this  writing.  It  was  certainly  very 
plain  that  the  fright  occasioned  by  this 
pounding,  and  which  was  necessarily 
kept  up  for  a  week,  did  it.  Quiet 
being  now  restored,  we  look  for  them  to 
go  back  to  their  old  record. 

*** 

Ever  since  A  Few  Hens'  Experimen- 
tal Farm  was  started,  we  have  been 
studying  what  would  be  a  good  plan  to 
keep  eggs  for  hatching  so  that  they 
might  be  easily  turned,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  get  the  benefit  of  a  proper 
airing.  To  keep  them  in  a  crate,  they 
do  not  get  the  necessary  air  ;  and  to  have 
them  on  a  shelf,  with  holes  bored  in  to 
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fit  the  eggs,  compels  turning  by  hand. 
To  save  up  500  to  .1000  eggs  for  starting 
incubators,  and  being  compelled  to  turn 
them  by  hand,  is  too  tiresome  a  job,  and, 
besides,  it  is  not  beneficial  to  eggs  to  be 
so  frequently  handled  by  hand. 

Just  while  we  were  in  the  midst  of 
devising  some  plan  to  facilitate  our 
work,  we  came  across  an  advertisement 
in  an  exchange  of  an  egg  cabinet,  and 
we  sent  for  circulars.  Tlie  first  sight  of 
it  convinced  us  that  it  was  just  what  we 
wanted,  and  just  what  our  readers 
wanted,  so  we  concluded  to  give  it  a 
trial.  From  the  manufacturer  we  se- 
cured an  electro  of  the  cabinet,  which 
we  give  herewith  : — 


The  trays  are  easily  removed  and  car- 
ried about,  and  each  tray  can  be  used 
for  a  special  breed  or  pen.  The  entire 
lot  of  eggs  are  turned  with  one  swing 
of  the  cabinet.  Seven  sizes — from  150 
to  1050  eggs  each  are  made.  We  or- 
dered a  910  egg  size,  and  at  this  writing 
it  is  on  the  way.  In  a  futiire  issue  we 
will  more  fully  explain,  giving  our 
views  as  we  find  them  after  a  fair  trial. 
We  give  this  extended  notice  more  to 
answer  several  inquiries  on  this  subject, 
besides  following  our  rule  to  notice 
everything  that  is  of  value  to  poultry 
farmers. 

The  same  manufacturers  (The  20th 
Century  Manufacturing  Co.,  211  Locust 
street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.)  also  offer  a  box 
for  shipping  eggs  for  hatching,  which 
is,  practically,  shipping  "eggs  on 
springs."  We  ordered  a  sample  lot  of 
these,  and  after  due  trial  will  give  our 
opinion. 

Buff  Ply.  Kocks  exclusively.  Surplus  stock  all 
soUl  except  one  cock  (1  yr.  old)  Buff  to  skin; 
"weighs  9  3-4  lbs.,  and  has  a  fine  upright  comb  with 
five  serrations.   Will  sell  him  for  )?o,00, 

.  FORD  BROS.,  Oak  Hill,  N,  Y. 


B.  I.  KEDS.    Prolific  layers.    Eggs,  26, 
3i  pr.  100.   St'k  in  season,  E.  S.  Piper,  Camden,  Me, 


WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

Business  stock.  Wm,  F.  Stroud,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 


CUT  CL.OVER  in  sacks.   $1.25  for  100  pounds. 
J.  G.  QUIRIN,  '^ioga  Center,  N.  Y. 

AN  UNPARALLELED  KECORI).  At  Am- 
erica's greatest  show,  New  York, '98,  also  at  Bos- 
toii,this  season.  At  the  latter  sliow,  on  two  entries 
of  Turkeys,  won  two  Ists,  and  $10  special  for  best  pr. 
At  New  york,  on  four  entries,  won  four  Ists.  Eggs 
for  hatching  from  this  stock,  40c.  each.  Best  strains 
of  Pekin,  Aylesbury  and  Muscovy  Ducks,  Toulouse 
and  African'  Geese,"Ind.  Games,  L.  Brahmas,  B.  and 
W.  P.  Rocks,  Wh.  and  S.  L.  Wyand.,  Wh.,  Brown  and 
Buff  Leghorns,  Black  Minorcas,  White  and  Pearl 
Guineas.  Write  for  32-page  catalogue,  free.  Choice 
Stock  for  sale.  "Agent  for  Lee's  Lice  Killer." 
D.  A.  MOUNT, 
-  Pine  Treb  Farm,  JAMESBURG,  N.  J. 


White  and  Silver  Wyandotte 

STOCK  and  EGGS,  Wm.  II.  ChUd,  Glenside, Pa. 


Eggs  and  Egg  Farming. 


What  the  Hen  Demands  for  Ej^j^s  hi 
Winter — Eggs  for  British  'Jrade — 
Yarding  Fozvls  for  Egg  Productioji 
—  Cold  Hens  —  Soft-Shelled  Eggs — 
Can't  Adulterate  the  Hen's  Prodiict 
— Other  Items  of  Value. 


For  eggs  in  Avinter  the  hen  demands  : 
Exercise. 
Sunlight. 
New  blood. 
Fresh  water. 
All  food  pure. 
Warm  houses.' 
Grit  and  shell. 
No  excitement. 
Clean  quarters. 
Plenty  of  room. 
Good  digestion. 
Early  hatching. 
Variety  of  food. 
Kind  treatment. 
Regular  feeding. 
Selected  matings. 
A  contented  feeling. 
Proper  egg  material. 
Freedom  from  worry. 
Comfortable  quarters. 
A  warm  morning  mash. 
Freedom  from  exposure. 


Eggs  in  winter — there's  the  profit. 
Have  your  pullets  been  backward  ? 
Late   moulting   hens   are  poor  winter 
layers. 

There  isn't  the  call,  according  to  Rural 
Nezv-Yorker,  for  white-shelled  eggs 
in  market  there  used  to  be. 

Do  not  palm  off  stale  eggs  on  your  cus- 
tomers. Aim  to  get  a  good  reputation 
and  your  goods  will  be  in  demand — 
be  honest. 

Cold  storage  men  claim  that  brown- 
shelled  eggs,  being  heavier  and 
thicker,  preserve  better  than  white- 
shelled  ones. 

Close  confinement  during  fine  weather 
in  winter  may  not  materially  reduce 
egg  production,  but  it  will  v/eaken 
fertility  and  health. 

Winter  eggs  are  produced  in  summer 
conditions,  says  Farm  fournal.  This 
excludes  perches  on  trees  and  fences, 
zero  blasts  through  crevices  in  the 
wall  and  paneless  windows,  cold  grain 
diet,  and  snow  water  for  drink. 

Strictly  fresh  eggs  always  bring  a  good 
price,  even  when  store  eggs  are  cheap, 
says  Texas  Farm  attd  Ranch.  Far- 
mers who  sell  eggs  should  remember 
this  and  so  arrange  their  business  as 
to  market  as  the  New  York  Irishman 
votes  :  Early  and  often. 

The  Eureka  nest  boxes,  or  similar  in- 
ventions, will  enable  you  to  not  only 
know  which  are  your  best  layers,  but 
which  hens  lay  infertile  eggs,  which 
are  the  egg  eaters,  which  lay  double 
yolked  eggs,  and  which  lay  the  most 
fertile  and  best  shaped  ones. 

Prof.  F.  E.  Dawley  says  if  the  hens 
roost  out  in  the  trees,  feed  them 
plenty  of  corn  to  kee^J  them  warm, 
and  give  up  expecting  eggs  until  the 
warm  weather  comes  ;  but  if  you  have 
housed  them  properly  and  feed  them 
right,  remembering  that  neither  fat 
hens  nor  cold  hens  will  lay  many 
eggs,  you  will  be  rewarded. 


The  difference  between  a  hen  that  will 
lay  eight  dozen  eggs  per  year,  at  25 
cents  per  dozen,  and  one  that  will 
lay  12  dozen  at  the  same  price,  is  one 
dollar.  This  is  the  difference  between 
the  scrub  and  the  thoroughbred,  rea- 
sons the  Michigan  Poultry  Breeder, 
and  as  the  percentage  of  thorough- 
breds owned  by  American  farmers  is 
very  small,  the  amount  lost  is  ap- 
palling. 

A  speaker  at  a  New  York  Farmers'  In- 
stitute said:  "Yarded  fowls  are  the 
modern  improved  egg  machines. 
Fowls  let  run  and  given  free  range 
cannot  produce  as  great  a  number  of 
eggs,  for  the  reason  that  they  convert 
a  part  of  their  food  into  muscle,  and 
thus  reduce  their  capacity  for  forming 
the  eggs.  In  my  own  case  I  increased 
my  egg  yield  18,720  eggs  last  year  by 
yarding  my  fowls." 

H.  W.  Collingwood  says  that  we  may 
have  lime  in  our  flour,  lard  in  our 
butter,  peanut  shells  in  our  coffee, 
sawdust  in  our  tea,  basswood  in  our 
hams,  and  sand  in  our  sugar,  but  the 
eggs  cannot  be  successfully  counter- 
feited. Our  little  friend,  the  hen, 
with  her  marvelous  inside  fixtures, 
will  still  continue  at  the  old  stand, 
putting  her  humble  grist  together, 
and  shelling  out  this  most  miraculous 
of  animal  product — the  egg. 

The  Baltimore  Sicn  gives  the  following 
cause  for  soft-shelled  eggs :  Egg 
shells  are  a  lime  formation,  and  a  lack 
of  lime  as  a  food  ingredient  is,  there- 
fore, one  of  the  main  causes.  Indi- 
gestion is  another  cause  which  re- 
quires a  radical  change  of  diet.  Over- 
fat  hens  are  most  apt  to  be  troubled 
with  this  disorder.  Hens  that  are 
frightened  or  worried  by  dogs,  or 
otherwise,  will  drop  soft-shelled  eggs. 
In  most  cases  the  cause  will  suggest 
the  remedy. 

The  grade  of  eggs  demanded  for  the 
British  trade  is  one  that  will  weigh 
I  1-2  pounds  to  the  dozen,  and  for 
every  half  pound  of  eggs  that  weigh 
less  than  15  pounds  to  the  dozen,  the 
value  is  lessened  by  about  one  cent 
per  dozen.  Those  engaged  in  the  im- 
port trade  believe  that  in  large  eggs 
the  albumen  is  thicker  than  in  small 
ones,  and  that  about  90  per  cent,  of 
the  stale  or  bad  eggs  are  small  eggs 
with  white  shells.  Shells  of  a  brown 
color  are  preferred,  and  must  be  clean 
without  having  been  cleaned. 

The  hen  pays  for  all  the  work  bestowed 
on  her.  Eggs  are  saleable  at  all 
times,  and  at  good  prices,  says  Poultry 
Keeper.  Wheat,  corn,  and  other  foods 
will  pay  more  at  this  season,  if  con- 
verted into  eggs,  than  into  any  other 
product,  and  the  farmer  does  not  have 
to  wait  for  the  cash  for  his  work,  for 
the  hen  returns  him  his  outlay  every 
day,  or  nearly  so.  In  those  sections 
where  no  work  can  be  done  in  winter, 
the  hens  can  be  made  to  give  daily 
returns  of  cash,  in  the  shape  of  eggs, 
when  all  other  operations  are  at  a 
standstill. 

S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns,  choice  Cockerels  and  Pullets. 
Eggs  in  season.     Zundel  Bros.,  Grapeville,  Pa. 


/CHOICE  B.  P.  ROCK  strong,  Yigrorouscocker- 
\j  els  from  a  heavy  laying  strain.  Pedigree  Coburn. 
Tiunter,  making  a  fine  bird  with  paying  qualities. 
Am  offering  them  at  low  price  of  and  %'A  each- 

Pggs  in  season.    E.  W.  HARRIS,  No.  Acton,  Mass. 
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About  Broilers  and  Boasters. 


English  Methods  of  Preparing  Poultry 
for  Market  —  French  Methods  for 
Having  Attractive  Looking  Car- 
casses— Brahma  vs.  Leghorn — Quali- 
ties of  a  Good  Table  Fowl — Utility 
Wants  Thoroughbreds — The  Lndian 
Game  as  a  Market  Fowl — The  Leg- 
horn as  a  Broiler — Packing  Poultry 
for  Shipment. 


Now  for  broilers. 
Hog-fat  is  not  desirable. 
Markets  call  for  prime  stock. 
Get  out  your  market  poultry. 
Close-grained  meat  is  preferred. 
Exclusive  broiler  farms  are  risky. 
The  flesh  of  the  Houdan  is  tender. 
Study  our  market  reports  for  prices. 
Now  is  a  good  time  to  hatch  roasters. 
Ranging  fowls  are  more  or  less  tough. 
Have  regular  market  or  delivery  days. 
Attractive  goods  advertise  themselves. 
Dead  or  alive,  market  the  sexes  separ- 
ately. 

Don't  spoil  your  reputation  by  poor 
stock. 

Market  as  soon  as  the  desired  weight  is 
gained. 

The  Houdan  is  the  market  breed  of 
France. 

The  poultry  market  demand  is  on  the 
increase. 

Well-kept  poultry  yards  bring  neighbor- 
ing cvistom. 
Indian  Game  and   Houdan  is  a  good 

roaster  cross. 
Broilers,   roasters    and    eggs   make  a 

strong  combination. 
Overfed  poultry  cannot  be  put  into  the 

proper  market  condition. 
January  and  February  are  months  in 

which  to  hatch  profitable  broilers. 
Cornmeal  will  give  a  golden  color,  and 

buckwheat  a  white  color  to  the  skin. 
Putting  up  poultry  in  neat  packages  is 

the  best  way  to  create  the  best  retail 

trade. 

Prof.  Samuel  Cushman  says  the  White 
Wyandotte  cannot  be  beaten  for  gen- 
eral purposes. 

The  December  loth  issue  of  American 
Agriculturist  gives  a  good  illustra- 
tion of  an  exhibit  of  French  dressed 
poultry. 

If  your  market  calls  for  a  certain  thing, 
you  must  furnish  it,  says  Prof.  Cush- 
man, if  you  would  have  a  profitable 
business. 

It  is  the  feed  and  not  the  breed  which 
makes  the  table  fowl  par  excellence, 
says  W.  Theo.  Wittman,  in  American 
Poultry  Advocate. 

The  British  consumer  sticks  loyally  to 
his  demand  for  home  grown  poultry, 
and  the  result  is  that  thousands  of 
French,  Italian,  Canadian  and  Ameri- 
can fowls  are  regularly  palmed  off  as 
English  stock. 

A  Brahma  is  always  sharp  breasted  un- 
less it  is  hog-fat,  while  a  Leghorn  may 
be  comparatively  poor  and  yet  have  a 
plump  breast,  says  Farmers'  Voice. 
The  difference  is  caused  by  the  habits 
of  the  two  breeds. 

Edward  Brown,  a  leading  English  au- 
thority on  poultry  matters,  says  that 
fowls  should  be  killed  off  after  they 
have  completed  their  second  year,  and 
for  this  purpose  birds  should  be 
marked  so  as  to  be  easily  distin- 
guishedi 


The  Leghorn  is  not  a  desirable  broiler 
breed  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  get- 
ting it  into  a  plump  condition  at  a 
profitable  age.  It  requires  fully  four 
weeks  longer  to  get  it  to  the  desired 
weight  than  it  does  our  American 
breeds — but  when  it  is  there  it  is  a 
fine  breasted  and  attractive  looking 
carcass. 

"He  who  undertakes  to  raise  poultry 
for  market  by  buying  all  their  feed 
will  have  less  money,  but  more  expe- 
rience, at  the  end  than  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  first  of  the  year,"  says 
the  poultry  editor  of  Texas  Farm  and 
Ranch.  We  would  suggest  that  the 
worthy  editor  come  north  on  a  visit 
and  inspect  the  large  market  farms 
where  all  the  feed  has  to  be  bought. 

The  chief  peculiarities  of  the  English 
method  of  dressing  poultry  are  :  Kill- 
ing by  wringing  the  neck,  not  by 
chopping  or  sticking;  feathers  are 
left  on  the  neck  for  a  few  inches  from 
the  head,  also  a  few  feathers  on  tail 
and  tips  of  wings  ;  the  breast  bone  is 
some  times  broken  down  by  pressing 
it  to  one  side  with  the  thumbs,  and 
the  wings  are  twisted  to  the  back  of 
the  bird. 

The  French  method  of  preparing  poul- 
try for  market  is  acknowledged,  in 
some  respects,  superior  to  others. 
The  birds  are  made  very  fat  and 
plump,  and  are  manipulated  to  in- 
crease plumpness.  A  few  feathers  are 
left  on  tail  and  neck.  The  skin  is 
white  and  delicate.  Each  carcass  is 
tied  with  a  ribbon,  and  is  shown  back 
uppermost  instead  of  breast  up,  ac- 
cording to  American  and  English 
usage. 

The  breast  and  thighs  must  be  heavy  in 
a  good  table  fowl,  in  proportion  to 
the  rest  of  the  body.  In  order  to  have 
thick  breast  meat  and  big  thighs, 
these  muscles  must  be  used  by  the 
fowl,  is  the  way  Fai'-mers'  Voice  rea- 
sons. In  other  words,  the  flyer  and 
scratcher  will  prove  to  be  the  best 


table  fowl,  for  their  lively  habits  give 
the  muscles  of  the  legs  and  breast 
work  to  do  that  renders  them  firm  and 
fine,  instead  of  leaving  them  flabb} 
and  full  of  loose  tissue  in  the  shape 
of  fat. 

Referring  to  the  Indian  Game  as  a  mar- 
ket fowl,  W.  S.  Templeton,  in  Poiiltry 
Tribtine,  says:  "As  further  proof 
that  they  bring  the  highest  market 
prices,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that 
we  shipped  last  spring  an  equal  num- 
ber of  Cornish  and  White  Indian  cock- 
erels, averaging  6  pounds  each,  to  the 

>^  MOUTH  BOCKS 

and  WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

Bred  for  utility  and  beauty  combined.  Youne 
riud  old  stock  tor  sale  that  will  give  you  good 
layers  and  table  poultry.    Circular  free. 
F.  A.  P.  Coburn,  E— 759  Stevens  St.,  Lowell,  Mass. 

White  Wyandottes 

98  EGGS  PER  HEAD  from  Nov.  1  to  April  1. 
All  stock  carefully  bred  and  selected.  Fine  vigorous 
Cockerels  at  gl.50.  A  few  very  choice  ones  for  )5t2..M). 
All  farm  raised.   Geo.  W.  Conable,  Cortland,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  P.  BOCKS  and  WHITE  WYAN- 
DOTTES. Winners  at  the  leading  American 
shows.  Great  layers  of  brown  eggs.  Stock  for 
sale  at  reasonable  prices. 

H.  A,  NOURSE,  Box  1607,  Barre,  Mass. 

for  my  catalog.  I  just  won  4  firsts  Rose  Comb  Brown 
and  3  firsts  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns ;  have 
won  on  all  breeds  mentioned.  I  can  prove  I  hav© 
the  greatest  winners  and  layers  in  tlie  world. 

Barred  and  White  Bocks,  Big  White  Wy- 
andottes, Black  Mlnorcas,  Bl.  Liang:shans, 
Buff  Ijegrhorns,  Pekin  Ducks,  Belgian 
Hares,  Light  Brahmas.     EGGS,  ;?1.00  per  13. 

W.  W.  KULP,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

Maple  Farm  Duck  Yards 

Our  mammoth  Pekin  ducks  stand  unrivaled 
for  size  and  symmetry.  2500  birds  selected  with 
care  for  breeding  purposes.  Order  early.  Eggs 
in  season.  My  book  "Natural  and  Artificial 
Duck  Culture,"  free  with  each  order. 

Monarch  Incubator  still  ahead. 

Send  for  catalogues  to 
JAMES    BANKIN,    South  Easton,  Mass. 
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It  will  keep  your  poultry  strong  and  healthy.  & 
It  will  make  young  pullets  lay  early.  Worth  its  SB 
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■weight  in  gold  for  moulting  hens,  and  prevents 
all  diseases.  Eggs  are  larger  and  more  fertile. 
They  succeed  best  in  raising  poultry  for  profit, 
who  commence  with  little  chicks;  giving  them 
twice  a  week  an  even  teaspoonful  of  Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder  mixed  with  each  quart  of  food,  gradually  increasing  the  dose  until  full  grown. 

No  Matter  What  Kind  of  Foods  You  Use! 

SHERIDAN'S   CONDITION  POWDER 

Is  needed  with  it  to  assure  perfect  assimilation  of  the  food  elements  necessary  to  produce  eggs. 
It  is  absolutely  pure;  Highly  concentrated;  Most  economical,  because  such  small  doses;  No 
other  kind  one-fourth  as  strong;  In  qunntityit  costs  less  than  one-tenth  cent  a  day  per  hen. 
Sold  by  Druggists,  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  Large  cans  are  the  most  economical  to  buy. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  near  Home,  send  to  us.    Ask  first. 


We  send  postpaid  one  pack  for  25  cts;  five  $1.00.  A  two-pound  can  $1.20;  Six  cans  ^5.00, 
exp.  paid.   Sample  copy  "best  poultry  paper"  sent  free.   I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass, 
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Sprague  Commission  Company,  Chi- 
cago, which  sold  for  75  cents  each,  or 
12  1-2  cents  per  pound,  while  other 
springs  were  selling  at  8  cents  per 
pound — 4  1-2  cents  per  pound  extra, 
or  50  per  cent,  above  market  price. 

Here's  logic  by  Emory  Banks,  in  Prac- 
tical Poultryman:  "Utility  discards 
mongrelism,"  says  Uncle  Mike.  It 
ought  to  discard  crossbreds  also,  and, 
by  the  way,  this  is  another  reason 
why  fanciers  despise  utility.  I  am  a 
utility  man  to  the  backbone  until  it 
comes  to  crossbreds.  Have  we  not 
got  general  purpose  breeds  enough, 
without  resorting  to  crossbreds  ?  I 
dare  say  the  Brahma,  the  Wyandotte, 
the  Plymouth  Rock,  and  even  the 
Minorca  cannot  be  excelled  by  any 
crossbreds  that  any  utility  crank  can 
scare  up  for  general  purposes,  or  even 
meat  or  eggs  alone,  if  they  are  bred 
as  they  ought  to  be. 

First  and  second-class  poultry  should 
never  be  packed  together,  for  they 
will  all  be  rated  with  the  second-class, 
says  Farm  and  Home.  Do  not  pack 
hens  and  roosters  together,  turkey 
toms  and  turkey  hens,  thin  stock  and 
that  well  fattened,  but  put  each  kind 
by  itself,  and  mark  contents  and 
grade  on  the  outside  of  the  box.  Ship 
in  packages  weighing  from  100  to  200 
pounds.  Before  packing,  line  the  in- 
side of  boxes  with  paper,  and  place 
clean  paper  between  the  layers,  and 
several  thicknesses  on  top.  Pack 
tightly  and  full  up  to  the  top,  so  that 
they  cannot  shuffle  about  on  the  way 
a-nd  become  bruised.  It  is  best  to 
ship  the  fowls  to  a  reliable  commis- 
sion merchant,  writing  plainly  on  the 
outside  of  the  box,  its  contents, 
weight,  the  name  of  the  firm  to  whom 
it  is  sent,  also  name  of  shipper.  This 
will  insure  safe  delivery  and  prompt 
returns. 


Ducks  and  Ducklings. 


Notes  by  the  Way—How  They  Scald 
Ducklings  in  Colorado — Mr.  Pollard 
Reviews  the  Claims  for  Pekin  Dtoclzs. 


Abdormal  liver  kills  many  ducks  annu- 
ally. 

The  early  hatched  ducklings  should  be 
laying. 

A  neglected  duck  yard  has  the  stench 

of  a  hog  pen. 
Pollard  believes  in  scalding  the  duck 

feed  in  winter. 
Don't  let  the  breeding  ducks  get  too 

fat  this  winter. 
April,  May  and  June  are  the  best  months 

for  hatching  breeders. 
It  is  when  the  duck  is  not  laying  that 

she  readily  takes  on  fat. 
Lack  of  grit,  impure  water,  filthy  quar- 
ters and  sour  feed  cause  liver  troubles. 
In  the  Pekin  we  have  very  nearly  the 

perfect  duck ;  the  perfect  hen  is  yet 

to  come. 

Now  is  a  good  time  to  begin  adding 
meat  scraps  to  the  mash,  if  they  have 
been  omitted  during  the  late  summer 
and  fall. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Bush,  of  Colorado,  in  an 
article  in  the  Reliable  Poultry  Jour- 
nal, says  in  that  section  of  the  country 
market  ducks  are  usually  scalded  be- 
fore picking.    One  breeder  says  that 


after  beheading  a  fowl,  he  plunges  it 
in  a  boiler  of  hot  water,  holding  it  in 
about  two  minutes.  The  feathers  are 
thus  loosened  by  the  steam  and  come 
off  easily,  the  water  not  having  pene- 
trated to  the  skin.  Ducks  at  the  or- 
dinary age,  picked  in  this  manner,  are 
usually  as  easily  dressed  as  chickens. 
Geo.  H.  Pollard,  in  an  instructive  ar- 
ticle in  the  Reliable  Poultry  Journal, 
says:  "How  many  eggs  a  duck  will 
lay  is  an  open  question.  Some  of  the 
most  prominent  breeders  claim  as 
high  as  140  to  165  eggs  from  each 
duck  in  a  season  ;  and  they  also  claim 
that  with  fair  success  one  should  raise 
100  young  from  each  breeding  duck. 
Our  record  is  not  complete,  and  we 
know  of  none  that  is  where  there  is 
a  large  flock.  We  believe,  however, 
that  the  average  total  egg  yield  will 
prove  to  be  nearer  100  eggs  per  year, 
than  the  higher  numbers  mentioned. 
As  to  the  total  number  of  young  raised 
from  the  eggs  laid  by  each  duck,  we 
dislike  to  hazard  an  estimate.  We 
may  say,  however,  that  we  would  not 
place  it  higher  than  25  on  an  average 
from  large  flocks.  These  figures  may 
occasionally  be  exceeded  by  small 
flocks,  and,  perhaps,  in  an  exception- 
[ally  favorable  season,  by  a  large  flock, 
but  we  believe  it  is  as  liberal  an  esti- 
mate as  can  safely  be  figured  at  the 
present  stage  of  duck  culture." 

MAKE  HENS  LAY 

They  can't  be  profitable  unless  they  do.  They  can't 
kelp  laying  if  fed  on  Green  Cut  Bone  end 
G-ranlte  Crystal  Grit.   They  double  the  eggs, 

Mann's  N§w  Bone  Gutters  c 

out  bone  In  the  fastest,  cheapest  and  easiest 
way.  Mann's  Clover  Cutter  and  Swinging 
Feed  Tray  pay  for  th  emaelves  quickly.  Cash  or 
Installments.  Illustrated  catalogue  J^'JtC.  JlS-bJa 

F.W.MANN  CO.,  Box  67,  Mllford,  Mass. 


Our  Brevity  Symposium. 


Opinions  on  tlie  Cheapest  and  Best 
Roofing — Henry  Nicolai  Gives  Fig- 
tires  on  Cost,  Etc.,  ifi  Laying  a 
Shingle  Roof—C.  E.  Howell  Says 
Shingle  Roofs  Should  be  Ceiled  In- 
side— Geo.  G.  Harley  Tells  How  to 
Properly  Lay  Neponset  Roofing— J . 
E.  Stevenson  Gives  a  Novel  Roofing 
Made  Out  of  Burlap — Pointers  of 
Value  to  Those  Who  Contemplate 
Building. 


What  do  you  consider  is  the  cheapest  and  best 
roofing-  for  a  hen  house  ? 


SHINGLES. 

Shingles. — Geo.  IV.  Pressey,  Hammon- 
ton,  N.  J. 

We   use   shingles  exclusively. — E.  T. 

Perkins,  Saco,  Maine. 
Have  never  used  anything  but  shingles, 

except  to  try  some  paper  roofing  this 

fall. —  W.  R.  Curtiss  &  Co.,  Ransom- 

ville,  N.  Y. 

BEAUTIFUL  COCHIN  BANTAMS.  BuflE  or 
White,  at  ^2.00  per  pair.    WM.  M.  CONNERS, 
Box  A,  Weston,  Somerset  County,  New  Jersey. 

A  HUNDRED  PER  CENT 

of  the  fertile  eggs,  is  not  an  unusnal 

MONITOR  INCUBATOR. 

Proof  of  this  and  many  other  things  of 
unquflstioned  value  to  the  poultry  man 
will  be  found  in  our  80  page  catalogue. 
Sent  for  4  cents  in  stamps.  Address, 
THE  MONITOR  CO.,  Box  10,  Moodus,  Conn. 


"Best  Liver  PiU  Made." 

arsons' 

Positively  cure  biliousness  and  sick  headache, 

liver  and  bowel  complaints.  They  expel  all  impurities 
from  the  Wood.  Delicate  women  find  relief  from 
using  them.  Price  25  cts. ;  five  $1.00.  Pamphlet  free. 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St., Boston. 


P 


Pills 


Hatch  Chickens  by  Steam 

with  the  simple,  perfect,  self-regulating  | 

EXCELSIOR  Incubator 


Lowest-priced 

flrst-ciass 
hatcher  made. 


Thousands  in  successful  operation. 
'Guaranteed  to  hatch  a  larger 
percentage  of  fertile  eggs,  at 
fess  cost,  than  any  other  hatcher. 


The  WOODEN  HEN 

the  most  efficient  incubator  for  raising  poultry  on  a  small  scale  ever, 
invented.  A  perfect  hatcher— automatic,  self -regulating.thorough 
ly  constructed,  fully  guaranteed.  50  egg  capacity.  Catalogs  free. 

GEO.  H.  STAHL,  ^It^:^:^^..,  114-122  S.  6th  St.,  Quincy,  IH. 


1 


MSVEitMBltx'IIOOTCm 


C^3.^^yfO  every  green  thing  is  frozen  up.    Our  Vegetable  and  Root 
Cutter  supplies  these  deficiencies.  It  cuts  all  kinds  of  roots 
1!====^^'^^  and  vegetables — beets,  carrots,  turnips,  cabbage,  potatoes, 


Hens  consume  large  quantities  of  grass  and  otber  green  food 
when  they  can  get  it.    They  can't  get  it  in  the  winter  when 


ANS,i^S=  .         O---  r^^^^K^,  l,UXJJiJ_.0,       ^tA,KJ^^^^,      J^W  Ut^t^V^V^U, 

etc.,  mto  fine  pieces  like  angle  worms.  All  fowls,  big  and  little,  eat  them 
easily  and  greedily  and  thrive  upon  them.  They  double  the  egg  crop 
and  make  hens  lay  in  the  middle  of  winter  when  eggs  are  worth  the 
most  money.  Feeding  roots  thus  prepared  saves  50%  of  the  grain  feed. 
They  turn  easy,  cut  fast  and  last  indefinitely.  One  will  pay  for  itself 
quickly  in  the  increase  of  eggs  it  will  produce.  Made  in  four  sizes. 
Price,  $1.  and  up    Leading  poultrymen  and  editors  endorse  it. 

J  ^^^^^        EVANS  MANUFACTURING  CO.  Dept.  R,  Vpsilanti,  Mich 
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I  have  no  experience  with  any  kind  of 
roofing  except  shingles,  having  used 
nothing  else  on  my  buildings. — Aug". 
D.  Arnold,  Dillsburg,  Pa. 

My  experience  has  taught  me  that  shin- 
gles are  the  cheapest  and  best  in  the 
end.  They  will  last  many  years  longer 
by  giving  the  roof  a  coat  of  paint  cost- 
ing about  |i  per  gallon,  and  using  No. 
3,  i8-inch  cedar  shingles.  One  thou- 
sand shingles  will  cover  aboiit  145 
square  feet ;  one  gallon  of  paint  will 
cover  250  square  feet.  No.  3  shingles 
are  worth  I2.50  per  1000  here. — Hemy 
Nicolai,  Hamnionton,  N.  J. 

I  consider  shingles  the  best  roofing,  but 
do  not  use  them  unless  the  house  can 
be  ceiled  overhead  with  matched  lum- 
ber. This  makes  a  warm,  dry  cover- 
ing, and  shuts  off  the  overhead 
draughts.  The  cheapest  roof  I  have 
is  building  paper  well  coated  with  tar 
and  gravel,  but  it  needs  renewal  of 
the  tar  quite  often. — C.  E.  Howell, 
Elraira,  N.  Y. 

My  experience  with  roofing  is  that  either 
cedar  or  cypress  shingles  is  the  best 
for  either  a  brooding  or  a  poultry 
house.  The  Red  Rope  Neponset 
paper,  however,  is  a  very  good  substi- 
tute if  it  is  put  on  right.  It  should 
have  one-third  lap  and  painted  before 
the  strips  are  put  on.  I  use  7-8  half- 
round  strips,  and  place  them  two  feet 
apart  on  top  of  the  Neponset  after  it 
is  painted.  If  the  strips  are  put  on 
before  painting,  the  paper  will  rot 
under  the  strips.  But  I  prefer  shin- 
gles to  any  stibstitute. — Geo.  G.  Hur- 
ley, Hammonton,  N.  J. 

The  best  is  probably  cedar  shingles,  and 
they  may  be  really  the  cheapest  in 
the  end.  The  cheapest  and  best  for  a 
cheap  roof,  that  I  have  found  after 
several  years'  experience  with  the  dif- 
ferent roofing  felts,  is  ordinary  burlap. 
Tack  it  on  the  roof  smoothly,  and 
coat  well  with  coal  tar  and  sand. 
This  will  be  found  much  more  satis- 
factory than  the  majority  of  felt  roofs, 
as  it  does  not  crack  nor  blow  off,  and 
if  kept  well  tarred  and  sanded  will 
last  for  years.  Old  bags  will  answer 
the  purpose  providing  they  have  no 
holes  in  them,  or  the  holes  are  patched, 
though  new  burlap  would  be  less  work 
to  put  on  smoothly,  and  can  be  bought 
cheaply.— 3/'.  E.  Stevenson,  Columbus, 

The  above  is  a  somewhat  difficult  ques- 
tion to  answer.  I  suppose  that  there 
are  some  kinds  of  roofing  papers  which 
are  cheap  and  will  last  for  some  time, 
but  I  have  never  considered  them. 
My  houses  are  all  shingled  and  are 
perfectly  satisfactory.  They  are  water- 
proof, and  at  the  same  time  sufficiently 
open  to  allow  all  gases  to  escape. 
With  the  shingle  roof  I  do  not  con- 
sider a  roof  ventilator  necessary.  Be- 
sides these  qualities  a  good  shingle 
roof  will  last  for  years,  is  cooler  than 
almost  any  other  roof  in  summer,  and 
sufficiently  tight  in  winter,  as  the 
shingles  shrink  in  hot,  dry  weather, 
making  the  room  open  or  porous,  and 
swell  in  damp,  cooler  weather,  making 
it  tight.  On  the  whole,  I  think  i^ 
cannot  be  beaten.  —  Ezra  Cornell, 
Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

BtACK   LANGSHANS.   Early  maturing, 
prolific  laying  stock.   Cockerels  ^2.00  to  ^3.00 
each,  JOHN  TUFTS,  Bockport,  Mass. 


TAR  OR  BLACK  ROOFING  FELT. 

The  cheapest  roof  I  have  is  the  heaviest 
quality  tar  paper  on  rough  boards, 
coated  with  a  good,  coal  tar  cement. 
F.  Bause,  New  Berlin,  Pa. 

I  have  never  used  anything  but  ordinary 
black  roofing  felt.  It  has  always  an- 
swered satisfactorally,  and  I  should 
use  it  again.  When  it  gets  worn  I 
put  a  new  lot  right  over  the  old. — 
Wm.  H.  Child,  Glenside,  Pa. 

The  best  and  cheapest  roofing  for  a  hen 
house  is  tar  or  roofing  paper  well 
painted  with  hot  tar,  and  annually 
painted  late  in  autitmn.  This  makes 
the  roof  at  its  best  when  most  needed. 
If  the  tar  is  applied  in  spring  or  sum- 
mer, the  sun  will  rapidly  evaporate  it 
and  make  the  roof  thin.  With  such 
a  roof  the  roosting  room  only  needs 
to  be  ceiled  with  matched  lumber, 
leaving  an  air  space,  as  one-inch 
boards  covered  with  paper  in  zero 
weather  makes  the  roof  cold,  and 
chills  the  whole  house.- — W.  Theo. 
Wittman ,  Allentown,  Pa. 

I  don't  consider  there  is  any  good  what- 
ever in  cheapness  of  any  kind  in  the 
chicken  or  any  other  business.  Cheap- 
ness in  the  start  means  unnecessary 
expense  in  the  end.  I  built  a  brooder 
house  on  the  cheap  plan  to  start  with. 
It  proved  a  failure,  and  since  then 
have  built  it  all  over.  This  is  where 
the  unnecessary  expense  comes  in.  If 
built  right  at  first,  there  would  have 
been  no  unnecessary  expense  of  re- 
building. I  first  built  my  house  with 
three-inch  battens,  three  inches  apart, 
with  shingles  on  top  for  a  roof.  The 
consequence  was,  when  the  wind  blew 
strong,  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
keeping  up  heat.  A  roof  that  will 
shed  rain  won't  keep  out  wind  unless 
properly  built.  It  is  just  as  essential 
to  keep  out  wind  in  a  brooder  or 
chicken  house  as  to  keep  out  rain. 


My  house  has  a  hip  roof,  and  two 
years  ago  I  put  tarred  paper  on  the 
north  side  and  it  kept  out  both  wind 
and  rain.  My  plan  is  :  Put  on  good 
sheeting  and  cover  with  three-ply 
tarred  roofing,  and  paint  once  or  twice 
a  year,  and  you  will  have  the  best 
roof  in  existence.  With  us  the  cost 
of  3-inch  batten,  per  square  is  75c., 
and  good  shingles  I2.50  per  square. 
Cost  of  putting  on  shingles  are  about 
III  per  square ;  total,  I4.25.  Three- 
ply  tarred  paper,  per  square,  costs 
I1.50,  good  sheeting,  I1.50.  Putting 
on  sheeting  paper  and  painting,  ^i.oo  ; 
total,  ^4.00  per  square. —  W.  M.  Rand, 
Franklin,  Ind. 

Barred,  White,  Bulf  Plymouth  Rocks.  Large, 
strong,  vigorous  birds  bred  for  utility  and 
beauty.  Cockerels  from  Jg2  up;  Pullets  ^1.50  up. 
Satisfaction  or  your  money  back.  Edwin  Rikdel, 
Wilton  Brook  Farm,  Easthampton,  Mass. 


JRJJ 


u^HEBEMNtrrd 

,  ^^=--MlUtTT  CO.  / 


THE! 


WINTER  LAYER 

■will  need  a  stimulant  when 
the  weather  gets  cold  and 
everything  is  covered  with 
snow.  The  very  best  stimu- 
lant known  for  egg  produc- 
tion is 


It  19  finely  ground  clover  hay  which  has  been  care 
fully  cured  so  as  to  preserve  its  natural  green  color 
and  aroina.  It  is  ground  by  our  special  made  ma- 
chinery and  packed  in  new  sacks.  Prices,  50  lbs. 
$1.00;  100  lbs.  $2.00;  5  lbs.  25c.  Send  for  FREE 
sample  book;  endorsed  by  all  leading  poultry  editors. 

,^     THE  BENNETT  &  MIILETT  COMPANY, 
BoxH.  Gouverneur,  N.  T. 


y  S.  C.  White  Leghorns 

Lay  large  white  eg:»s,  and  lots  of  tliem. 

First  quality  young  stock  for  sale  at  very  reasonable 
prices.   Some  fine  Cockerels.    Can  spare  a  few  good 
birds  of  Pekin  Ducks,  White  Plymouth  Rocks  and 
White  Wyandottes.    High  grade.  Address, 
W.  HaHMAN,  p.  O.  Box  3,  Altoona,  Pa. 


MA  INCUBATDR  m. 


'I  I,' 


NO  LICE.  NO  DISEASE. 

NO  SPOILED  EGGS. 

There  is  great  profit  in  the  poultry  business  if  the 
losses  can  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.    With  the 

PETALUHA 


all  the  fertile  eggs  will  he  hatched,  and  the  loss  of 
little  chicks  practically  eliminated.  It  is  a  hot  air 
machine — the  best  in  the  world — and  the  regulation  of 
heat,  air  and  moisture  have  been  proven  to  be  perfect.  Made  in 
different  sizes,  from  50  egg  up.  We  pay  the  freight  anywhere 
in  the  U.  S.  It  will  pay  you  to  get  free  catalogue  before  you  buy. 

PETALUMA  INCUBATOR  CO. 

Box  256,   PETALUMA,  CAL. 


THE  ONLY  LOW-COST  BOOK  ON  THE  EABBIT 
ever  published  to  our  knowledge,  is  "The  Rabbit:  How  to 
J.  elect,  Breed  and  Manage  the  Rabbit  for  Pleasure  or  Prof- 
it," by  W.  N.  Richardson,  Secretary  of  the  American  Bel- 
gian Hare  Club,  and  a  man  of  long  experience  with  Rab- 
bits. Second  edition  now  ready,  nicely  illustrated,  en- 
larged and  much  improved.  Price  25  cts,  or  with  Ambki- 
CAN  Poultry  Advocate  one  year  40  cts. 

CLARENCE  C.  DePUY,  Publisher, 

314-320  East  Onondaga  St.,  Syracuse,  N,  Y. 


1899. 
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NEPONSET. 
I  think  the  red  Nepouset  is  the  best  for 

a  cheap  xoo{.—J.  H.  Seely,  Pough- 

keepsie,  N.  Y. 
I  use  mostly  Neponset.     It  makes  a 

good  roof,  and  lasts  about  20  years. 

Felt  roofiug  I  would  use,  but  it  costs 

too  much  trouble ;   always  leaking. 

Tin  is  fine  but  costly.— JF.  W.  Kulp, 

Pottstowu,  Pa. 

SWAN'S  ROOFING. 
I  use  nothing  but  Swan's  Standard 
Roofiug,  and  find  it  very  satisfactory. 
Before  building  my  house  I  visited 
many  prominent  poultry  farms  in 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  state,  to 
pick  up  whatever  points  I  could  that 
would  be  of  value,  and  this  was  one 
of  the  most  valuable  ones.  I  saw  at 
James  Rankin's  farm  roofing  of  this 
kind  that  had  been  in  use  for  12  or  13 
years. — C.  E.  White,  Fox  Chase,  Pa. 

SLATE. 

I  find  that  a  slate  roof  gives  the  best 
satisfaction  of  all.  It  costs  more  at 
the  start,  but  when  once  put  on  will 
last  as  long  as  the  building  stands, 
I  know  of  slate  roofs  which  have  been 
on  as  long  as  50  years,  and  are  as  good 
now  as  when  first  laid.  —  Geo.  H. 
Northup^  Raceville,  N.  Y. 


Pointers  on  Food  and  Feeding. 


Weight  of  Feed — Amount  of  Water 
Needed  to  Mix  tip  the  Mash — Buck- 
wheat— Raw  Vegetables  and  Green 
Cut  Bone — Corti —  Wise  Remarks  by 
Myra  V.  Norys—A  Meat  Diet— A 
Wifiter  Ration  —  French  Idea  of 
Feeditig. 


Variety. 
Corn  for  fat. 
Corn  for  heat. 
Corn  for  variety. 
Barley  is  fattening. 
Corn  exclusively  ?  Never. 
Buckwheat  is  very  fattening. 
See  that  the  food  is  eaten  up  clean. 
Green  bone  once  a  day  is  a  mistake. 
One-grain  diet  produces  indigestion. 
Scalded  oats  makes  a  good  noon  feed. 
Common  sense  feeding — are^you  doing  it  ? 
Sweet  potatoes,  being  sugary,  are  fat- 
tening. 

Buckwheat  has  a  tendency  to  whitening 
the  flesh. 

There  is  danger  in  mixing  the  grit  in 
the  mash. 

Do  not  confine  the  hens  to  one  grain — 
give  a  variety. 

Too  much  boiled  vegetables  will  cause 
bowel  troubles. 

Never  mind  the  cost  of  feed  when  there 
is  a  proportionate  profit. 

Don't  feed  stuff  that  merely  recom- 
mends itself  for  its  cheapness. 

Stale  bread,  ground  fine,  makes  a  good 
addition  to  the  morning  mash. 

Sweet  potatoes  have  a  tendency  to  im- 
part a  yellow  tinge  to  the  flesh. 

Turn  over  the  feed  troughs  at  night  so 
that  they  may  be  clean  in  the  morning. 

Barley  is  rather  hard  to  digest,  hence 
should  be  fed  only  as  an  occasional 
food. 

Nitrogen  is  the  principal  substance  that 
enters  the  composition  of  the  albumen 
of  the  egg. 


And  now  a  proiuiueiit  u  ritcr  is  trying  to 
belittle  the  morning  mash.  Keep 
feeding  it  just  the  same,  if  you  want 

go- ore 

Hens  not  given  grain  in  litter  at  noon 
will  lounge  around  and  do  nothing 
until  night.  Such  hens  readily  be- 
come over-fat. 

During  laying  season  the  hens  must  be 
fed  three  times  a  day  for  profit — but 
the  noon  and  night  feeds  should  be 
scattered  among  litter. 

The  three  grains  that  should  go  into  the 
winter  daily  bill  of  fare  are  wheat, 
oats  and  corn — and  their  b3--products, 
bran,  middlings,  ground  oats  and 
cornmeal. 

Mr.  Jacobs  says  meat  or  bone  at  3  cents 
a  pound  is  cheaper  than  any  kind  of 
grain.  The  bones  supply  the  albu- 
men, lime  and  grit,  and  also  lessen 
the  liability  of  making  the  hens  too 
fat. 

A  ton  of  wheat  contains  41  pounds  of 
nitrogen  ;  barley,  32  pounds  ;  oats,  38 
pounds ;  corn,  32  pounds  ;  peas,  70 
pounds ;  beans,  81  pounds ;  hay,  31 
pounds  ;  clover,  39  pounds  ;  milk,  10 
pounds  ;  potatoes,  6  pounds. 

Raw  vegetables,  ground  in  a  root  cutter, 
and  mixed  with  the  morning  mash,  is 
a  favorite  form  adopted  b}-  W.  E. 
Gowdy,  a  White  Plymouth  Rock 
breeder,  of  Hanimonton.  He  prefers 
vegetables  in  a  raw  state  to  those 
cooked. 

A  correspondent  in  American  Agricul- 
turist says  buckwheat  is  much  fed  by 
the  French,  who  are  quite  successful 
turkey  growers,  and  it  is  thought  by 
them  that  this  grain  imparts  to  the 
flesh  a  delicious,  nutty  flavor  much 
liked  by  their  epicures. 

Emory  Banks,  in  Practical  Poultryvian, 
says  one  quart  of  water  is  sufficient  to 


mix  \\\)  five  quarts  of  kiln  (iricd 
ground  feed,  if  cold  ;  if  boiling,  it 
will  take  i  1-2  quarts.  This  will  take 
considerable  stirring  to  mix  it  thor- 
oughly, but  it  will  not  be  too  dry. 
Less  capital  is  required,  and  a  smaller 
area  of  land  is  necessary,  for  poultry 
than  for  cattle,  while  the  profits  are 
"all  the  year  round"  in  the  daily  re- 
ceipts of  eggs,  says  Poultry  Keeper. 
But  to  make  such  a  business  pay,  the 
farmer  nmst  abandon  the  belief  that  a 
hen  can  subsist  and  giye  a  profit  on 
corn. 

Our  chief  sources  of  protein,  easy  avail- 
able, are  wheat  and  its  products,  oats. 


[Continued  on  page  91.] 


FOR  SALE  CHEAP.  12  B.  P.  Kock  Cockerels 
from  trio  bought  of  A.  C.  Hawkins  and  mated 
by  him,  from  75  cents  to  g^2.00  each.  Also  5  Cor- 
nish Indian  Game  Cockerels  from  pen  scoring  93 
to  94  1-2,  cheap.         F.  M.  Chesbro,  Mongo,  liid. 

A.  G.  Wilkinson,  Clifford,  Mich.,  breeder  of 
W.  F.  Bl.  Spanish  poultry.  Best  known  egg  produc- 
ers.  Eggs  for  hatching,  ,$1  pr.  13.   Birds  S1.50  each. 


VENT 

RtGARDLES 


ON 
t  LOCATION. 


^DONT  PAY  A  CENT 


SEND  FOR 
'CATALOGUE 


Koran  Incubator  of  any  kind  until  you  have  given  it  a  thorough  trial. 

j  Some  incubators  were  never  intended  to  hatch  chickens  but  are  only  made  to  sell. 

VON  CILIN  INCIBATOR  ON  TRIAL. 

After  you  have  tested  it  to  your  satisfaction  you  pay  for  it.    So  easy  to  handle  any  child 
in  run  it.     Took  First  Prize  at  World's  Fair  and  Medal  at  Nashville  and  Omaha 
Expositions.   We  send  the  largest  and  most  instructive  catalogue  published  for  5  cents. 

No.  23  Adams  Street 

Delaware  City,  Del. 


ninno  for  Brooders  and  OC^<^ 
r  lulls  Poultry  Houses,  ^OVi 


VON  GULIN  INCUBATOR  GO. 


Poultry  Supplies: 


Boiled  Beef  and  Boxe, 

BowKER's  Animal  Meal, 

Bradley's  Meat  Meal, 

Beef  Scraps, 

Oyster  Shells, 

Mica  Crystal  Grit, 

Orr's  Clear  Grit, 

Drinking  Fountains, 

CONKEY  Roup  Cure, 

Safety  and  Prime  Egg  Cases, 
Mexican  Mustang  Liniment, 
P.  D.  Q.  Flea  Po^VDER, 


Feed  Tray^s, 
Leg  Bands, 
China  Eggs, 
Bone  Cutters, 
Shell  Mills. 
Clover  Cutters, 
Killing  Knives, 
Wire  Netting, 
Caponizing  Sets, 


Incubator  Thermometers, 
Sulphur  Candles, 
Egg  Testers, 
Books  on  Dogs,  Chickens, 
Rabbits,  Cats,  Pigeons,  etc. 
Sheridan's  Condition  Powder, 
Pratt's  Poultry  Food, 
Lee's  Lice  Killer, 
Germerzone, 
Greeley  Roup  and  Cholera  Cure, 
Lambert's  Death  to  Lice, 
Johnson's  Anodyne  Liniment. 


Sole  Manufacturers  BANNER  EGG  FOOD  and  TONIC.     Small  Sample  Free. 
New  York  and  Export  Agents  for  the  Prairie  State  Incubators  and  Brooders. 
Our  Immense  Illustrated  Catalogue  Free.    Mention  A  Few  Hens. 

§f  Excelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Co., 

^  W.  V.  RUSS,  Proprietor.         28  Vesey  St.,  New  York  City. 
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EDITORIAL. 

A  Few  Hens  Unsolicited  testimo- 
Makes  nials  are  always  the 

Business.  best.  A  Few  Hens 
does  not  ask  its  ad- 
vertisers to  tell  of  results  unless  they 
feel  so  inclined.  However,  when  a  man 
is  "more  than  pleased,"  he  generally 
lets  you  know.  He  is  just  as  apt  to  give 
you  a  good  testimonial  as  he  is  to  kick 
if  he  don't  get  what  he  expected.  That 
is  our  experience — and  that  is  the  expe- 
rience of  the  average  business  man. 

Here  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  W.  R.  Curtiss  &  Co.,  Ran- 
somville,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  proprie- 
tors of  Niagara  Farm.  It  is  not  an 
elaborate  testimonial,  not  full  of  "taff}'," 
but  a  straight  multum  m  parvo  : 

"We  are  having  a  great  run  on 

"cut  clover,  and  more  than  three- 

"quarters     of     our    orders  come 

"through  A  Few  Hens." 

Now,  if  Curtiss  &  Co.  only  advertised 
in  A  Few  Hens,  that  testimonial  might 
not  mean  very  much  after  all.  But  the 
fact  is,  they  are  advertising  in  all  the 
leading  poultry  publications— and  yet 
A  Few  Hens  gave  them  "more  than 
three-fourths"  of  their  business. 

It  might  be  argued  that  Cvirtiss  &  Co. 
do  not  have  a  very  large  clover  business. 
Wrong  again.  They  sell  more  cut 
clover  hay  than  any  concern  in  the 
country — have  acres  upon  acres  devoted 
to  growing  the  crop — and  cut  up  in  an 
improved  feed  cutter  run  by  steam 
power,  and  secured  expressly  for  their 
business.  Business  men  do  not  invest 
money  in  improved  machinery  so  long 
as  they  can  fill  orders  with  a  cheaper 
investment.  Curtiss  &  Co.  are  business 
men — they  advertised  in  A  Few  Hens  ; 
it  rapidly  increased  their  business,  so 
much  so  that  the  old  hand  power  cutter 
no  longer  was  able  to  keep  up  with  the 
rush  of  orders — and  that's  why  they 
purchased  an  improved  cutter  and  put 
in  steam  fixtures.  A  Few  Hens  cer- 
tainly makes  business. 

A  paper  published  in  London,  Eng- 
land, styled  Publicity,  published  a 
rhyme  that  is  certainly  to  the  point.  It 
is  as  follows : 

"One  step  won't  take  you  very  far, 

You've  got  to  keep  on  walking ; 
One  word  won't  tell  folks  what  you  are 

You've  got  to  keep  on  talking. 
One  inch  won't  make  you  very  tall, 

You've  got  to  keep  on  growing ; 
One  little  'ad'  won't  do  it  all, 
You've  got  to  keep  'em  going." 


,^  There  are  some  who  will  put  a  small 

f  advertisement  in  a  paper,  and  if  they 

\  do  not  get  immediate  results  they  begin 

to  think  the  paper  is  not  of  any  value. 

It  is  an  injustice  to  the  paper : 

"One  little  'ad'  won't  do  it  all, 
You've  got  to  keep  'em  going." 

''Destroy  the  Here  is  a  case 

Advertisement."    in  point:    C.  C. 

Shorb,  McDan- 
iel,  Md.,  in  November  A  Few  Hens  ad- 
vertised Barred  Plymouth  Rock  cock- 
erels. Now  there  are  a  great  many 
parties  advertising  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks,  and  Mr.  Shorb  used  but  a  small 
space.  Tiie  results  were  not  satisfactory 
— that  is,  not  as  soon  as  he  expected,  so 
he  sent  a  new  advertisement  for  the 
December  number.  But  before  the  De- 
cember issue  was  printed  this  letter 
came  to  hand  : 

"You  may  destroy  the  advertise- 
"ment  mailed  you  on  December  2d. 
"After  mailing  the  advertisement  I 
"received  several  inquiries,  and 
"thought  it  useless  to  change  the 
"same.  I  have  inquiries  from  seven 
"different  states,  and  made  sales  to 
"several  parties,  with  prospects  of 
"more  sales.  The  inquiries  come 
"from  as  far  North  as  Connecticut; 
"South,  Alabama;  West,  Iowa; 
"East,  New  Jersey.  Your  A  Few 
"Hens  covers  the  ground.  Will 
"send  new  advertisement  for  Jau- 
"uary." 

Quick  Dulany   &   Brauin,  the 

Returns.  New  York  Commission 
Merchants,  doing  business 
at  41,  43  and  45  Hewitt  avenue,  furnish 
us  with  the  daily  market  report,  and 
their  name  was  brought  out  in  A  Few 
Hens  for  first  time  in  our  last  issue, 
which  appeared  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber. December  29th  they  write  us  as 
follows,  which  shows  that  our  readers 
generally  know  what  they  want  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  send  in  their  orders 
early : 

"We  cannot  too  greatly  commend 
"your  A  Few  Hens  as  an  advertis- 
"ing  medium.  We  are  getting  con- 
"signments  from  shippers  who  men- 
"tion  your  paper,  and  speak  of  it 
"very  favorably,  and  we  have  real- 
"ized  much  benefit  from  A  Few 
"Hens,  even  though  our  advertise- 
"ment  did  not  appear  in  the  paper 
"until  the  December  issue." 

Sold  all  In  our  last  issue  we 

the  Stock,  told  of  how  Ford  Bros., 
breeders  of  Buff  Ply- 
mouth Rocks,  Oak  Hill,  N.  Y.,  were 
pleased  with  their  results  from  adver- 
tising in  A  P'ew  Hens.  Since  then  they 
write  us  : 

"Our  advertisement  in   A  Few 
"Hens  sold  all  of  our  surplus  cock- 
"erels,  pullets,  and  hens,  leaving  us 
"only  one  choice  cock  for  sale." 
And  they  emphasize  their  testimonial 
by  giving  a  six  months'  contract.  That's 
business — cleared  up  all  the  stock  he 
had  for  sale — and  only  a  few  lines  ad- 
vertisement. 

The  egg  season  is  about  at  hand,  and 
those  who  have  goods  to  advertise 
should  send  in  their  favors  at  once. 
Advertise  before  the  season  really  opens. 
Don't  wait  until  the  last  moment,  and 
then  complain  because  our  readers  be- 


came acquainted  with  those  early  in  our 
journal  and  patronized  them.  Our  read- 
ers are  V)uyers.  They  want  good  goods 
and  they  are  most  apt  to  patronize  those 
who  have  become  more  familiar  to 
them.  Come,  join  our  family,  and  do 
business. 

*** 

High  Editor  and  Jndge 

Editorial  Atherton,    of  that 

Endorsement,  welcome  and  in- 
teresting exchange, 
American  Stock-Keeper,  Boston,  pays  A 
Few  Hens  this  high  editorial  endorse- 
ment, for  which  "our  hat  is  off."  It  is 
very  plain  that  Mr.  Atherton  is  not  so 
thin-skinned  that  he  does  not  know  a 
good  thing  when  he  sees  it : 

"Uncle  Mike  Boyer  is  taking  the 
meat  from  the  cocoannt,  and  serving  it 
up  in  good  shape  in  A  Few  Hens.  For 
good,  practical  'chicken  talk'  he  gives 
more  for  the  money  than  anyone  in  the 
business." 

*  * 

Our  Are  still  profuse  in  their 

Many  praise  of  A  Few  Hens. 
Friends  They  read  the  paper,  study 
it,  and  believe  in  it.  When 
confidence  is  secured  success  follows. 
It  may  seem  like  vanity  for  us  to  repeat 
all  these  kind  testimonials,  and  we 
admit  they  do  make  us  feel  proud. 
Who  wouldn't  rejoice  at  such  a  large 
circle  of  friends?  A  Few  Hens  has  a 
mission  to  perform.  It  is  working  in 
the  interest  of  the  thousands  who  are 
keeping  poultry  for  profit.  It  is  work- 
ing hard.  But  hard  work  is  always 
made  easier  when  friends  crowd  around 
and  compliment  the  labor.  Read  these 
high  endorsements : 

J.  Harry  Hewitt,  Gouverneur,  N.  Y., 
writes:  "Am  more  than  pleased  with 
A  Few  Hens,  and  cannot  get  along 
without  it." 

Levi  T.  Passmore,  West  Chester,  Pa., 
writes:  "Allow  me  to  congratulate  you 
on  account  of  A  Few  Hens.  I  like  it 
very  much,  and  think  it  the  cream  of 
poultry  matter.  I  am  not  a  fancy 
chicken  man,  but  think  the  best  is  none 
too  good  for  vitility  and  business." 

Iv.  C.  Jaessiug,  Maumee,  Ohio,  writes  : 
"I  am  delighted  with  A  Few  Hens,  and 
happy  that  I  have  every  number  filed." 

Flora  Staley,-  Plymouth,  Indiana, 
writes:  "A  Few  Hens  has  been  very 
helpful  to  me  the  past  year." 

F.  A.  Taber,  of  the  Grand  Ledge 
Poultry  Club,  Grand  Ledge,  Mich., 
writes:  "Sample  copy  of  your  Novem- 
ber issue  of  A  Few  Hens  received  and 
very  carefully  looked  over.  I  desire  to 
say  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  contains 
more  information  to  the  square  inch 
than  any  other  poultry  publication  that 
I  know  of.  I  enclose  40  cents  for  two 
subscriptions." 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Sprague,  Little  Rock, 
Cal.,  writes:  "I  have  decided,  from 
all  the  information  I  have  gained  from 
A  Few  Hens,  that  I  simply  cannot  do 
without  it." 

Emory  Banks,  in  Practical  Potiltry- 
man,  says:  "A  Few  Hens  comes  out 
with  four  more  pages  added  to  it — guess 
Uncle  Mike  thinks  we  want  something 
for  nothing,  and  he  is  bound  to  give  it 
to  us." 

C.  B.  Crowell,  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  in  re- 
newing his  subscription  to  A  Few  Hens, 
says:    "It  is  a  great  paper." 
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C.  p.  Jordau,  New  Haveu,  Conn., 
■writes  :  "I  take  several  poultry  papers, 
but  think  A  Fkw  Hens,  for  a  busy  man, 
'takes  the  cake.'  " 

Ashley  C.  Stone,  Ithaca,  Mich.,  in  en- 
closing a  three-year  subscription  to  A 
Few  Hens,  writes  :  "We  are  at  present 
taking  your  paper,  and  can  safely  sa)- 
that,  as  a  practical  reference,  it  is  with- 
out doubt  the  leader." 

Rev.  George  Martin,  Parkmau,  Ohio, 
writes:  "Last  year,  or  the  year  uoav 
closing,  I  have  been  receiving  A  Few 
Hexs,  and  like  it  very  much.  I  prefer  it 
to  the  much  larger  ones.  It  covers  the 
whole  field, and  its  boiled  down  character 
makes  it  the  paper  for  busy  people." 

Geo.  A.  Kennedy,  Shultzville,  Pa., 
writes:  "I  take  four  poultry  papers, 
but  A  Few  Hexs  is  my  favorite." 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Powell,  Bloomery,  W. 
Va.,  writes:  "A  Few  Hexs  suits  nie. 
Think  it  is  the  paper  for  bus}'  people." 

James  M.  Pierce,  one  of  the  publishers 
of  Poultry  Farmer,  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
writes:  "Your  brief,  pithy  little  para- 
graphs make  A  Few  Hexs  interesting." 

Wm.  H.  Rudd,  of  the  firm  of  W.  H. 
Rudd,  Son  &  Co.,  commission  mer- 
chants, Boston,  Mass.,  writes:  "We 
trust  that  you  will  be  highl}'  successful 
with  your  new  paper,  A  F'Ew  Hexs,  and 
from  what  I  have  had  time  to  glance 
over  it,  find  it  full  of  good,  common 
sense  ideas,  which  will  probably  be  ap- 
preciated by  its  many  readers." 

Batty  Bros.,  Lawrence,  Mass.,  write  : 
"We  thought  we  had  as  many  poultry 
papers  as  we  could  wade  through,  but 
we  will  have  to'drop  some  of  the  others 
and  take  A  Few  Hexs  in  place  of  them. 
In  good,  practical  knowledge,  it  sur- 
passes any  of  them." 

D.  Dick  Brandt,  Ne^v^-ille,  Pa.,  writes  : 
"Enclosed  find  renewal  blank  and  a 
quarter  for  the  best  little  poultry  paper 
on  earth." 

E.  L.  S.  Bouton,  Vienna,  Va.,  writes: 
"Of  the  half  dozen  or  more  poultry 
papers  I  am  receiving,  I  get  more  good, 
sound,  practical  sense  out  of  A  Few 
Hexs  than  any  other.  Like  the  egg,  it 
is  'all  meat,'  and  is  a  necessary  portion 
of  the  mental  diet  in  successful  poultry 
raising." 

O.  R.  Swift,  Bourne,  Mass.,  writes: 
"A  Few  Hexs  is  the  best  poultrj-  paper 
out  of  the  five  I  take." 

*** 

Death  of  A   Few   Hexs  is 

John  Jacobs,    pained    to  announce 

the  death  of  Mr.  John 
Jacobs,  father  of  P.  H.  Jacobs,  editor 
Poidtry  Keeper,  Hammonton,  N.  J.  Mr. 
Jacobs  has  for  a  number  of  3-ears  been 
identified  with  practical  poultry  work, 
being  a  Brown  Leghorn  champion,  as 
well  as  the  first  builder  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper  hot  water  incubator,  which  some 
3'ears  ago  had  a  good  sale,  and  was 
acknowledged  to  be  the  leading  hatcher 
on  the  market.  Mr.  Jacobs  enjoyed  a 
large  circle  of  friends,  and  no  one  will 
miss  him  more  than  the  writer.  A  Few 
Hexs  extends  heartfelt  sympathies  to 
Editor  Jacobs  and  family  in  their  loss. 

*% 

Still  In  our  December  issue  we 

Better     gave  an  account  of  the  work 
Story.     of    Charles    K.    Nelson,  of 
Hammonton,  with  a  few  hens 
— showing  a  profit  of  over  |io  per  head. 


In  getting  up  that  report,  some  of  the 
figures  were  accidentally  omitted  or  mis- 
placed, and  in  our  haste  to  get  the  copy 
ready  for  the  printer  we  did  not  notice 
them,  hence  figured  up  just  what  we 
had  in  hand.  A  memorandum  in  Mr. 
Nelson's  report,  which  he  handed  to  us, 
said  the  feed  cost  about  one  dollar  per 
head,  and  we  having  the  eight  hens  in 
mind  put  down  the  eight  dollars  as  the 
feed  item. 

This  brought  forth  a  number  of  letters 
from  our  readers,  who  asked  if  an  error 
had  not  been  committed.  Mr.  Nelson 
himself  was  one  of  the  first  to  call  our 
attention  to  it,  claiming  that  we  did  not 
do  the  hens  justice,  so  we  had  him 
bring  his  books  to  our  office,  and  care- 
fully we  went  over  item  after  item, 
which  we  give  farther  on  in  this  edito- 
rial. 

We  were  more  than  interested  in  a 
letter  received  from  J.  Walter  Smith,  of 
Worcester,  Mass.,  as  follows  : 

"I  was  interested  in  the  account  in 
A'our  December  15th  issue  of  Mr.  Nel- 
son's success  with  eight  hens  and  a 
cockerel,  and  wish  you  would  induce 
him  to  give  his  method  of  feeding,  as 
that  seems  to  be  his  secret  of  success. 
I  have  been  doing  a  little  figuring,  and 
below  is  the  result : 


stock. 

69  broilers,  sold 
26  pullets,  sold 
10  cockerels,  sold 
S2  pullets,  reserved 
4  cockerels,  " 


Estimated 
time  kept. 
10  weeks 
6  months 

6  months 

7  mouths 
9  mouths 


Equivalent  No. 
if  kept  I  year. 

14 

10 

5 
62 


Total, 


94 


"Allowing  two-fifths  the  rations  con- 
sumed by  an  adult  fowl,  this  was  equiv- 
alent to  feeding  38  fowls  for  a  year, 
which,  with  the  nine  original  stock, 
gives  us  47  fowls  kept  one  year  for  $8, 
or  about  17  cents  each  per  year,  or  less 
than  I  1-2  cents  per  month. 

"I  heard  recently  of  a  man  who  re- 
duced his  grain  bill  by  feeding  half 
Indian  meal  and  half  sawdust,  but  while 
the  fowls  grew  fat  and  laid  well,  on 
hatching  the  eggs  he  found  some  of  the 
chickens  had  wooden  legs,  some  wooden 
wings,  and  quite  a  number  were  block- 
heads. The  prices  Mr.  Nelson  received 
for  his  stock  indicates  that  his  chicks 
were  not  of  this  kind,  so  the  system  of 
feeding  must  be  different." 

Our  best  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  is  Mr. 
Nelson's  corrected  account,  as  follows  : 

White  Wyandottes  or  Buff  Iieghorn.s.  bred 
for  both  praetical  aufl  fancy  points.  Good  breed- 
ins  birds  )?2  eaoli,  old  or  younsi.  Also  12  years' ex- 
perience breeding  Wh.,  W.  C.  Black  and  B.  "L.  Polish. 
Write.   B.  F.  BRYA^'T,  Box  19,  Johnson  Creek,  X.  Y. 


when  fed  with  the  things 
eggs  are  made  of.  Eggs 
are  principally  albumen, 
produced  by  the  hens  from 
the  protein  they  absorb 
from  their  food. 

Bowker*s  Animal  Meal  gives 
the  hen  more  protein  and  other  egg- 
moking  material  than  any  other 
similar  food.  Always  sold  in  yellow 
bags  and  yellow  packages. 

For  sale  by  dealers  and  by 
the  manufacturers.  Large  pack- 
age 25  cts.    Pamphlet  free. 


•Heavy  Layir^g 

S.   C.   BKOWN  LEGHORNS 
and  PEKIX  DUCKS. 

Farm-raised  thorouRhbred  stock,  bred  for  eggs 
only.  S1.50  per  sitting:  two  sittings,  g2. 50. 

F.  CHRIST-MAX,  Sellersville,  (Bucks  Co.,)  Pa. 

Gjg-r    C  "D    \\r      I  breed  Golden 

•  CV  lO»  ^  J3.  TT  •  and  Silver  Laced 
and  Bull  Wyandottes.  It  you  need  any  stock  of  above 
write  wants.  Lots  of  C'k"ls.  All  birds  farm  raised. 
Breeder  since  '84.      F.  S.  Teuuev,  Peterboro.  N.  H. 


THIS  a'S'IPHIEI^S 


REQUIRES 


NO  MOISTURE. 


GOES 


FREIGHT  PREPAID. 

Send  10  cents  for  our  great  cata- 
logue. Finest  and  most  instructive 
ever  issued. 

Cyphers  Incubator  Co. 

Box  89,  AVayland,  N.  Y. 
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RECEIPTS. 


69  broilers   $36.86 

20  young  pullets   17.40 

10  young  cockerels   12.50 

Eggs  for  hatching   15.45 

Market  eggs   9.36 

82  pullets,  reserved   82.00 

4  cockerels,  reserved   8.00 


Total   $181.57 

EXPENSE. 

Feed  for  breeders,  etc   $60.00 

Oil  for  incubator,  etc   4.85 


Total   $64.85 


Leaving  a  profit  of  I116.72,  or  I14.59 
per  head,  for  the  eight  original  hens — 
and  which  Mr.  Nelson  still  has  to  breed 
from  another  year. 

lu  our  last  month's  report  we  failed 
to  credit  the  young  stock  these  eight 
hens  produced,  and  which  Mr.  Nelson 
will  retain  this  3'ear  for  breeders.  It 
will  also  be  noted  that  Mr.  Nelson 
places  a  very  low  value  on  his  pullets 
(and  which  at  this  writing  laid  as  many 
as  three  dozen  eggs  in  a  day).  One 
dollar  per  head  for  such  pullets  is  a 
ridiculously  low  price.  They  are  worth 
fully  twice  the  amount,  and  they  could 
not  be  purchased  from  Mr.  Nelson  for 
even  $2  per  head. 

Mr.  Nelson  is  a  born  poultryman.  He 
is  fitted  for  the  work  in  every  way,  and 
studies  his  fowls'  natures,  habits  and 
tastes.  He  is  just  of  that  build  which 
stimulates  poultry  work,  and  not  of  the 
complaining,  and  always-going-wrong 
class  who  never  believe  a  good  report 
simply  because  they  are  unable  to  do 
good  work  themselves. 

*** 

Stand  up,  Mr.  In  December  A 
Colling  wood. !  Few  Hens  this  item 
appeared,  credited 
to  H.  W.  Collingwood  :  "The  hens  of 
America  last  year  packed  inside  the 
shells  of  the  eggs,  in  round  numbers, 
650  tons  of  water.  This  is  enough  to 
fill  a  canal  one  mile  long,  20  feet  deep, 
and  300  feet  wide." 

T.  E.  Morris,  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
takes  exceptions  to  this  in  the  following 
extract  from  a  letter  sent  to  A  Few 
Hens  : 

"In  a  canal  of  the  above  dimensions, 
with  the  sides  sloping  2  to  i,  there  are 
23,654,400  cubic  feet  of  water  when  it  is 
full,  and  as  water  weighs  62,367  pounds 
per  cubic  foot,  with  the  thermometer  at 
60  degrees,  and  the  barometer  at  30,  that 
would  be  737,627  tons,  in  round  num- 
bers." 

Stand  up,  Mr.  Collingwood  !  If  the 
figures  of  our  correspondent  are  correct, 
how  did  you  get  your  result  ? 

*** 

Dr.  Casey's  A  Few  Hens  recently 
Views.  wrote   Dr.    Casey,  late 

editor  of  Potiltry  Cul- 
ture, asking  why  his  silence.  Upon  his 
retirement  from  the  poultry  editorial 
field,  poultrymen,  generally,  missed 
much  wise,  common  sense  lore  that  was 
both  interesting  and  instructive.  We 
asked  if  his  interest  in  poultry  had  died 
out  with  his  severence  from  journalism. 
He  replied  as  follows  : 

"No,  though  I  have  left  Poultry  Cul- 
ture, my  interest  in  poultry  will  never 
die.  I  am  a  regular  crank  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  love  it  with  all  my  soul.  If  I 
could  see  my  way  clear,  I  would  give  up 


the  practice  of  medicine,  get  a  small 
farm,  and  devote  the  rest  of  my  life  to 
my  pets.  I  would  sttidy  them  in  every 
way,  for  I  believe  the  poultry  industry, 
as  a  commercial  and  scientific  business, 
is  yet  in  its  swaddling  clothes.  People 
with  brains  must  take  hold  of  it  and 
develop  it.  I  would  like  to  be  able  to 
add  my  mite  towards  its  upbuilding.  I 
believe  there  is  a  scientific,  systematic, 
methodical  basis  to  it,  which  should  be 
demonstrated  practically  until  it  takes  its 
place  with  other  practical  sciences,  and 
the  country  should  thank  A  Few  HenS 
for  what  it  has  done  and  shown  in  this 
light." 

**  * 

Poultry  At  the  Farmers' In- 

Management  stitute,  held  in  Ham- 
for  Profit.  montou,  December 

22d,  Mrs.  F.  H.  Val- 
entine, Cranford,  N.  J.,  better  known  to 
the  poultry  world  as  "Myra  V.  Norys," 
delivered  a  valuable  lecture  on  poultry 
management  for  profit.  Mrs.  Valentine 
is  an  acceptable  writer  and  speaker  on 
poultry  matters,  and  her  discourse  was 
greatly  enjoyed  by  the  Hammonton 
poultry  men  and  women.  During  the 
day  Mrs.  Valentine  honored  the  A  Few 
Hens  sanctum  with  a  call,  in  which  ex- 
periences were  recited,  and  much  poul- 
try logic  discussed.  Mrs.  Valentine's 
husband  is  one  of  the  editors  of  Rural 
New-  Yorker. 

BASSLiER'S  strain  of  premium  fowls  are  noted 
as  big  layers.    A  few  cnoice  B.  P.  Kock  and  Rose 
and  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorn  Cockerels.   Price  to  close 
out  at  once,  %1  to  g3.    Address,  W.  E.  Bassler, 
"Wayside  Home"  Poultry  Yai-ds,  Middleburg,  N.  Y. 


Insurance         The  Rural  Nezv- 
and  Yorker,  in  its  Decem- 

Incubators,  ber  24th  issue,  gives  a 
symposium  by  insur- 
ance men  on  the  risks  taken  on  incuba- 
tors. The  vice-president  of  the  .(Etna 
Insurance  Company  says  they  refuse 
risks  where  incubators  are  run,  as  "they 
consider  the  continuous  burning  of  an 
oil  lamp,  located  in  a  cellar  out  of  sight, 
close  to  wood  or  other  combustible  ma- 
terial, an  increase  of  hazard."  He  says 
that  "they  sometimes  insure  incubators 
if  located  in  a  small  detached  building, 
not  exposing  barns  or  other  buildings. 
They  always  insist  that  the  oil  to  be 
never  less  than  the  United  States  stand- 
ard of  fire  test,  and  that  the  lamps  be 
filled  when  cold,  and  by  daylight  only, 
and  never  when  near  a  fire  or  open 
light." 


BRD.  and  W.  P.  Rocks  and  W.  Wyan. ;  handsome 
brown  eggs  from  first-class  stock;  not  inbred; 
%\  for  13,  «!4  per  100.   E.  D.  Barker,  Westerly,  R.  I. 


WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

Eggs, gl  per  13.   Wm.  F.  Stroud,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 


Heavy  Laying  Minorcas. 

Our  Black  Minorcas  are  mated  and  bred  for  heavy 
egg  production.  Eggs  for  liatching,  ^1.50  per  sit- 
ting.  Stock  for  sale.  Address, 

C.  K.  NELSON,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 


Black  Minorcas  (see  cut),B.  and 
W.  Ply.  Roclts,  L.  Brahmas,  Bf.  W. 
and  Br.  Leghorns,  Bt.  Cochins,  B. 
Langslians,  W.  Wyandottes,  Hou- 
dans,W.  Polisli,  Pekin  Ducks,  at  %\ 
per  set.  All  our  fowls  are  bred  for 
egg  laying  as  well  as  fancy  points. 
Good  hatch  guaranteed.  Send  for 
new  illus.  AV.  W.  Shampanore, 
catalog.  Box  G,  Little  Silver,  N.  J. 


KEEP  YOUR  HEMS 


Successful  incubator 

  will  do  the  rest  in  a  more  convenient  and  profitable  way.  No 

'T)'  long-,  tedious  niyht  watching  with  our  machines.   They  are  fur- 

nished with  regulators  that  can  be  relied  upon;  lamps  that  are 
absolutely  safe ,  and  a  drying  room  to  receive  the  chicks  after  hatch- 
ing. Send  Cc.  for  catalogue  and  poultry  book  combined  It  contains 
pointers  that  every  poultryman  should  know. 

Des  Moines  Incubator  Co.  4^3^  Des  Moines,  la. 


|FMmW|lillHIIHIlHWWW//>limU>»W 


They  are  Bred  for  Eggs  and  Meat! 

LIOHT  BRAHMAS.  We  use  none  but  strictly  hardy,  vigorous  birds  in  our  breeding  pens, 

WHITE   WYANDOTTES,  keeping  as  close  to  the'  Standard  requirements  as  is  consistent  for 

S.  C.  WHITE  LEGHORNS.  good  health  and  profits.  Utilitv  being  our  aim.  Orders  booked  now. 
Egrgs  for  Hatching  only  $1.35  per  sitting:  of  16.  MICHAEL  K.  BOYER,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 


Troie  to  Death 

in  that  cold  snap"  has  been  the  verdict  on  many  a 
luckless  brood  of  chicks.  The  fault  was  in  the 
brooder.   If  they  had  been  bred  in 

The  $3.00  Champion  Brooder 

they  would  have  come  through  all  right. 

"The:  Champion  Ts  Rnown  by  Its  VFovh" 

find  brings  its  brood  successfully  through,  even  in  zero  weather. 
Best  authorities  say  it  is  perfect.  Don't  buy  a  brooder  until  you 
get  our  catalogue  and  endorsements. 

I  J.  A.  BENNETT  S  SOUS,  Box       GdUYerneuTp  N.  Y. 
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FOR  POULTRY,  LIVE  STOCK  AND  HOUSE  PLANTS. 

Kills  Lice,  Mites,  Fleas,  Ticks  ami  Bed  Bujjs.   Easv  to  use— Certain  to  kill.   AVill  destroy  all  the  lice  in  your  i)oiiltry  house  and  oii  your 
fowls  in  oae  night,  bv  simply  sprayina;  or  painting  the  roosts,  nest  boxes,  dropping  boards"  and  floor.     Cannot  injure  the  fowls.  Cheapest 
Lice  Destroyer  on  the  market.      HALF  GAL,.  C'A>S,  each  50  CKNTS;  GALLON  CAN.S,  each  75  CKNTS. 
Send  for  circulars  and  testimonials  describing  this  -wonderful  Paint. 

For  sale  by  JOSEPH  liKECK  &  SONS,  llostoii,  Mass.;  HAKVJ2Y  SEKD  CO.,  Uuffalo,  N.  Y.;  C.  C.  RICJE  &  CO., 
178  IVlidLigan  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  Glen  Falls  lusurauce  Company 
estate  that  they  charge  25  cents  extra  on 
each  $100  insurance  for  3  years  permis- 
sion to  use  incubators.  The  hazard,  in 
their  opinion,  is  much  greater  than  with 
oidiuary  kerosene  lamps,  because  they 
are  left  alone  and  not  carefully  watched. 

J.  H.  Washburn,  vice-president  of  the 
Home  Insurance  Company,  says  the  ob- 
jection is  that  the  incubator  lamps  are 
not  under  continued  observation.  They 
are  liable  to  start  a  fire  or  explode  while 
no  one  is  near  them  to  look  after  the 
damage. 

Louis  P.  Bayard,  of  the  Phoenix  In- 
surance Company,  says  that  the  trouble 
is  that  the  lamps  burn  all  the  time  and 
are  left  un watched. 

The  Continental  Insurance  Company 
says,  "when  the  incubator  lamp  takes 
fire  there  is  usually  no  one  at  hand  and 
the  fire  gets  beyond  control  before  it  is 
discovered." 

While  it  is  perfectly  proper  that  in- 
surance companies  should  protect  their 
interests,  at  the  same  time  it  is  unjust 
to  .discriminate  against  every  incubator, 
and,  especially,  when  they  are  in  the 
hands  of  careful  people.  The  insurance 
company  should  personally  inspect  the 
machines  intended  to  be  run;  should 
test  them ;  use  the  same  logic  and 
methods  that  would  be  employed  in  ex- 
amining chimneys,  or  rather  risks.  It 
would  not  take  much  of  an  expert  to 
see  at  a  glance  if  there  was  any  danger 
of  the  lamps  becoming  overheated,  or  of 
collected  soot  in  the  chimney  catching 
fire  and  doing  damage.  How  many 
cases  of  incubator  rooms  or  cellars 
catching  fire  do  -vve  ever  hear  of?  And 
many  of  these  cellars  and  rooms  are 
filled  with  from  20  to  50  incubators,  and 
all  running  at  the  same  time.  As  a 
rule,  more  care  is  taken  with  the  incu- 
bator burners  than  with  those  used  on 
the  ordinary  house  lamp,  and  yet  many 
of  the  latter  are  allowed  to  burn  all 
night,  and  with  only  a  little  oil  in  them, 
with  untrimmed  wicks — and  while  the 
family  are  sound  asleep — and  no  warn- 
ing or  injunction  from  the  insurance 
people.  There  is  no  clause  in  the  policy 
to  compel  the  house  lamp  to  contain 
only  the  highest  test  of  oil,  such  as  is 
used  in  the  incubator  lamps,  and  neither 
are  the  average  house  lamps  supplied 
with  such  burners  as  will  prevent  their 
becoming  overheated,  and  which  are 
used  on  all  the  best  incubators.  Verily, 
the  insurance  companies  need  adjusting. 


[Pointers  on  Food  and  Feeding. — Continued.] 


fish,  beans,  peas,  milk  and  curd,  and 
the  various  beef  scraps  and  animal 
meals,  besides  clover  hay  and  grasses, 
says  Myra  V.  Norys,  in  the  Feather. 
Of  these,  clover,  oats  and  wheat  con- 
tain less  than  the  others.  It  is  be- 
cause curd  is  about  one-fifth  protein 
that  it  forms  so  good  a  food  for  domes- 
tic poultry. 


The  American  Stock-Keeper  gives  this 
valuable  pointer  :  A  meat  diet,  judi- 
ciously fed,  will  materially  increase 
the  egg  supply.  Nearly  all  breeders 
are  aware  of  the  value  of  animal  food  ; 
but,  though  considered  necessary,  to 
make  up  for  the  insect  food  in  sum- 
mer, it  should  be  fed  sparingly,  and 
not  too  often  to  the  young  fowls,  for 
too  much  animal  food  is  worse  than 
none  at  all,  and  is  one  of  the  principal 
caitses  of  the  disastrous  diseases  of 
cholera,  which  we  all  know  is  very 
hard  to  successfully  cure. 

The  late  M.  Barral,  of  France,  laid 
down  the  rule  that  in  every  case  the 
food  given  should  be  in  proportion  to 
the  weight  of  the  birds,  taking  into 
consideration  their  active  nature  and 
such  accessory  products  as  eggs  and 
feathers.  Generally  speaking,  an 
average  hen  wdll  consume  three 
ounces  of  grain  per  day,  or  over  a 
bushel  in  the  course  of  a  year,  but  the 
weight  of  gallinaceous  birds  varies 
considerably,  and  hence  no  really  def- 
inite idea  can  be  formed  of  what  they 
are  capable  of  consuming  to  the  best 
advantage. 

Myra  V.  Norys,  in  ihe  Feather,  says 
food  for  growth  requires  to  be  rich  in 
muscle  makers.  And  as  eggs  are  also 
rich  in  these  same  elements,  which 
are  technically  known  as  proteins  or 
proteids,  food  for  growth  and  food  for 
eggs  v/ill  need  to  be  reasonably  alike. 
Let  us  fix  firmly  in  our  minds  the  fact 
that  the  only  source  of  proteins  (mus- 
cle makers — egg-makers)  in  the  body, 
or  its  products,  is  proteins  in  the  food. 
Then  we  shall  not  commit  the  blunder 
of  expecting  the  hen  to  return  to  us 
that  for  which  she  has  never  received 
the  material. 

Beans  are  very  unpalatable  to  hens ; 
hence,  although  they  are  nearly  one- 
fourth  muscle  makers,  they  are  avail- 
able only  in  a  degree,  because  the 
hens  will  not  eat  them,  except  under 
compulsion,  or  through  stratagem, 
says  Myra  V.  Norys,  in  the  Feather. 
The  beans  must  either  be  cooked,  or 
else  ground  and  used  in  such  quantity 
that  more  pleasing  food  will  cover 
their  flavor,  and  thus  they  will  be 
made  a  part  of  the  ration.  It  is  for- 
tunate that  we  do  not  need  to  use,  or 
are  prohibited  from  using,  a  very 
large  quantity  of  a  food  so  concen- 
trated as  beans. 

Prof.  Gilbert,  of  the  Ottawa  (Canada) 
Experiment  Station,  gives  this  winter 
ration  :  Bran,  3  pounds  ;  fine  feed,  3 
pounds  ;  cornmeal,  2  pounds  ;  fed  with 
clover  hay  steamed  and  cut,  adding 
also  a  very  small  quantity  of  salt  and 
two  or  three  handfuls  of  coarse  sand 
and  fine  oyster  shells  mixed.  Some- 
times boiled  vegetables  are  used  in 
place  of  the  hay.  At  noon  he  gives  a 
light  feed  of  oats,  and  a  good  feed  of 
wheat  in   the   evening,     The  grain 


TBE  F.  P,  C.  CHICK  MANM 

Ten  Days'  Food 

For  little  chicks 
when  Urst  hatch- 
ed.Tested,  proved 
product  ive  of 

Quick,  Strong 
Healthy  Growth. 

Highly  Prized   by  POULTRY  KAISERS. 

Send  for  Descriptive  Price  Lists  of  the 
 F.   P.   C.  PREPARATIONS  

Poultry,  Horses,  Cattle,  etc., 

5IA^■UFACTUKED  BY 

r.  p.   CASSEL,  Lansdale,  Pa. 

Sold  in  the  east  by  Joseph  Breck  &  Sous,  Boston; 
Excelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Co.,  New  York 
City;  Harvey  Seed  Co.,  Buffalo,  Sew  York;  Johnson 
&  Stokes,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

(fIRR'S  CLEAR  GRIT 

^WAids  Digestion  and  Prevents  DIseasBi 

Two  sizes,  fowls  and  chicks,  100  lbs,  75c;  500 lbs,  $3 
Crushed  oyster  shells,  two  sizes — 100  lbs,  75c;  500  lbs,  $3 
WoodhldFarm  cut  clover  hay— 100  lbs,  82;  50  lbs,  H 
Pioneer  clover  meal— 100  lbs,  82 :  50  lbs.  81;  5  lbs,  25e; 
Orr's  chick  meal— 100  lbs  S2. 50;  50  lbs  SI. 50:  25  lbs,  81.  Orr's 
egs  producer  (a  food)— 100  lbs.  SI. 50;  50  lbs,  80c.  Cracked 
wheat  (first  quality)— 100  lbs,  §2.25;  50  lbs.  81,25.  Beel 
scraps— 100  lbs,  S3;  50  lbs,  81.75.  Charcoal^lOc  per  lb. 
Bowker's  animal  meal— 100  lbs.  82.25;  50  lbs,  81.25.  Bi-ad- 
lev's  superior  meat  meal— 100  lbs,  82  25;  50  lbs.  1.25. 
Smith  &  Romaine's  B.  B.  B.— 100  lbs.  82.25;  50  lbs,  81.25. 
Cracked  peas— 100  lbs,  $3.00;  50  lbs,  $1.50.  Poultry 
wire  netting  cheap;  send  for  price.  American  Standard 
of  Perfection,  postpaid,  81.  Incubators,  brooders,  etc., 
at  factory  prices.  White  Wyandottes  and  White 
Indian  Game<< — For  the  farmer,  broilerman  or  fancier 
they  are  unexcelled.  White  Crested  Bluc-k  and  Buff 
Laced  Polish— The  most  beautiful  of  all  the  feathered 
race.  Light  and  Dark  Brahma  Bantams— The  king 
Df  all  Bantams;  imported  stock;  grand  quality.  Send 
Cor  booklet  and  special  ton  rates. 

D.- LINCOLN  ORR,  ORR'S  MILLS,  N.  Y. 

Established  1855. 

ENNETT,  RAND  &  CO., 

Commission  Merchants, 

POULTRY,  GA3IE,  BUTTER,  EGGS,  Etc. 

Xos.  19  and  20  >"orth  Market  Street, 
and  19  Clinton  Street,  BosTO>-.  Mass. 

THIS  PICTURE 

Hartnest  Strain  Lijflit  Bralimas  Lay,  and 
How  Thoroughly  Eureka  Nest  Box  Works. 


"Xnmber  sixtv-one"  has  laid  233  eggs  to  Nov.  3d, 
and  has  71  days"  more  to  complete  her  laying  year. 

Breeders,  $3.00  up  ;  Trios,  $7.50  up  ;  Pens,  $12  np. 

Eureka  Nest  Box  for  personal  use,  $3.00. 

EASY  TO  BUILD. 

Hartnest  Farm, 

FRAMINGHAM,  MASS. 
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A  Few  Hkns 


Jan.  15 


ration  is  varied  as  much  as  possible. 
He  keeps  raw  vegetables,  including 
cabbages,  carrots,  and  turnips,  where 
the  hens  can  peck  at  them  any  time. 


Diseases — Remedy  and  Prevention. 


Roup  a7id  Canker — Sores  07t  Comb  and 
Wattles  —  Sorehead  —  Gapes  —  Diarr- 
hoea— Cholera — Loss  of  Voice — Colds. 


Avoid  exposure. 
Lice— don't  forget  them. 
Sharp  grit  is  a  medicine. 
No  fowl  can  stand  dampness. 
Are  you  neglecting  to  disinfect? 
Why  are  you  sparing  the  whitewash  ? 
Idleness  is  no  disease,  but  it  breeds  it. 
Eggs  from  sick  hens  are  unfit  for  food. 
Too  much  raw  meat  will  produce  worms. 
Too  much  fat  meat  will  derange  the 
bowels. 

Filth  causes  more  sickness  than  any- 
thing else. 
The  healthy  fowl  is  bright  and  busy  the 

livelong  day. 
"Who  would  ever  go  to  the  trouble  to 

vaccinate  a  hen  ? 
Clean  the  window  panes — the  winter 

sunshine  is  a  tonic. 
A  one-grain  quinine  pill  daily  will  break 

up  an  ordinary  cold. 
The    art    of    prevention    consists  in 

warmth,  exercise,  appetite  and  room. 
Don't  blame  the  breed  for  the  disease  it 

may  have.    As  a  rule,  the  keeper  is  at 

fault. 

A  teaspoonful  of  flour  of  sulphur  in  a 
quart  of  water  is  recommended  for 
gapes. 

A  variety  of  food — rightly  proportioned 
— will  prevent  many  cases  of  loose- 
ness of  the  bowels. 

Ten  drops  of  spirits  of  camphor  to  each 
pint  of  drinking  water,  is  excellent 
in  cases  of  diarrhoea. 

Four  great  causes  for  sickness  among 
poultry  are  filth,  vermin,  dampness, 
and  improper  feeding. 

A  fresh,  raw  egg  beaten  up  with  a  little 
milk,  is  strengthening  to  a  sick  fowl, 
and  useful  in  cases  of  diarrhoea. 

A  canopy  built  over  the  roost,  and  low- 
ered at  night,  wall  prevent  fowls 
catching  cold  while  on  the  roost. 

The  chicken  cholera  scare  generally  be- 
gins about  the  middle  of  summer  and 
lasts  until  the  end  of  September. 

Ten  drops  of  sulphate  of  magnesia 
added  to  a  pint  of  drinking  water  is 
said  to  be  valuable  in  cases  of  consti- 
pation. 

A  French  remedy  for  gapes  is  to  mix 
garlic  or  onions  freely  in  the  food  ;  or, 
mix  powdered  asafoetida  and  pow- 
dered gentian  with  it. 

Henry  ly.  Allen,  in  National  Stockman 
and  Farmery  gives  these  sovereign 
remedies  for  cold  in  fowls  :  Quinine, 
listerine,  and  peroxide  of  hydrogen. 

When  a  fowl  grows  light  it  generally  is 
the  case  of  a  wasting  liver — but  some- 
times it  is  due  to  quarrelsome  hens  in 
the  pen  keeping  the  bird  away  from 
food.    lyook  into  the  cause. 

K.  Tallman,  in  Agricultural  Epitomist, 
recommends  carbolic  acid  and  water, 
equal  parts,  for  scabs  and  sores  on 
combs  and  wattles,  and  in  the  eyes. 
He  claims  it  will  not  hurt  the  eyes, 
and  one  or  two  applications  will  cure, 

Mrs.  Bettie   Gay,  in  Texas  Farm  and 


Ranch,  says  the  best  remedy  she  has 
found  for  roup  is  to  put  cream  of  tar- 
tar and  sulphur  in  the  drinking  water. 
She  uses  boiling  water  to  dissolve  the 
cream  of  tartar,  and  then  allows  it  to 
cool. 

The  American  Poultry  Advocate  recom- 
mends this  treatment  for  a  cock  who 
has  lost  his  voice  :  Give  daily  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  glycerine  on  which  has 
been  sprinkled  a  little  chloride  of  pot- 
ash. If  no  better,  then  give  a  half 
teaspoonful  of  cod  liver  oil  once  a 
day. 

Mary  G.  Patterson,  in  Agricultural  Epi- 
tomist, says  two  ounces  each  of  red 
pepper,  alum,  sulphur  and  copperas, 
mixed  in  scalded  cornmeal,  is  a  sure 
cure  for  cholera.  In  several  cases  she 
allows  one-third  teaspoonful  to  each 
fowl  daily,  but  in  ordinary  cases  one 
tablespoonful  in  three  pints  of  meal 
is  sufficient. 

A  Georgia  writer,  in  Fancy  Fozvls,  says 
when  the  first  symptoms  of  sorehead 
show  themselves,  wash  the  head  with 
warm  water,  to  which  is  added  about 
a  teaspoonful  of  permanganate  potash 
to  the  gallon.  After  cleaning  the 
head  well,  anoint  with  vaseline,  to 
which  TO  drops  of  carbolic  acid  is 
added  to  the  ounce.  For  a  tonic  give 
two  drachms  of  tincture  of  iron  to  a 
water  bucketful  of  fresh  water. 

Here  is  a  roup  and  canker  cure  recom- 


DUE  Bill  FREE 


mended  by  the  Canadian  Poultry  Re- 
view :  Five  grains  sugar  of  lead,  5 
grains  calomel,  3  grains  sulphate  of 
zinc,  1-2  grain  morphine,  i  tablespoon- 
ful loaf  sugar,  1-4  pint  of  soft  water. 
Put  all  into  a  bottle,  and  as  soon  as 
the  sugar  dissolves  it  is  ready  for 
use.  The  above  is  an  old,  tried  and 
true  recipe  for  "eye  water,"  but  has 
been  found  a  most  excellent  cure  for 
roup  in  fowls,  swelled  eyes,  and  the 
worst  cases  of  cankered  tongues  and 
throats  are  soon  cured  by  it. 



v9  J  H  ^  ■  B  customers  to  test  my  seeds 

■UHhIJi^  Iwill  mail  my  handsome  catalogue 
for  1899,  lithographed  and  beautifully  illustrated,  and  a  XOc 
Due  Bill,  good  for  10c,  worth  of  seeds  for  trial,  absolutely 
free.  It  is  full  of  bargains.  All  the  Best  Seeds.  Bulbs, 
Plants,  Roses,  new  Fruits,  Farm  Seeds,  Potatoes, 
etc  at  lowest  pnces.  Ten  Great  Novelties  ofEered  without 
names.  I  will  pay  $50.  FOR  A  NAME  for  each.  Don't  buy 
your  stock  until  you  see  this  new  catalogue.  Several  varieties  shown 
in  colors.  Great  inducements  for  orders  this  year,  ITou  will  be 
(nrprised  atmy  bargain  oifers.  Send  your  address  on  Postal  to-day. 
lell  your  friends  to  send  too.  Old  customers  will  receive  a  copy. 
F.  B.  MILLS,  Seedsman.  Box  18.  RoseHUl,  N.T 

AFRICAN  GEJESE  (that  are  Africans)  a  spec- 
ialty. The  surest  breeders  of  any  of  tlie  large 
kinds.  No  exhibition  stock  now  to  spare.  Good  busi- 
ness birds  for  crossing  for  market  production  for 
sale.  Put  genuine  African  males  with  your  large 
Toulouse  and  Embden  females  or  African  females 
with  your  Embden  males,  if  you  want  lots  of  the 
most  marketable  goslings.   Particulars  free. 

SAMUEL  CUSHMAN,  Pawtucket,  K.  I. 

PflllJ  TRY  PAPER,  illus'd,  20  pages, 
rwubgni  2oct8.  per  year.  4  months 
trial  10  cts.  Sample  Free.  64-page  practical 
poultry  book  free  to  yearly  subscribers. 
Book  alone  10  cts.  Cataloeue  of  poultry 
^books  tiee.PouUry  .4dDocate,Syracuse,N.  Y 


:atil*WiiItll|»? 


IF  YOU  DESIRE  THE  BEST  RESULTS 

from  your  poultry  you  must  attend  well  to  their 
wants  and  comforts.  We  sell  everything  calculat- 
ed to  improve  conditions  and  increase  profits  in  the 
poultry  business, 
BONECUTTER  S— Leading  makes.  Green  cut  bone  doubles  the  eggs, 

CRUSHED  OYSTER  SHELL  land  other  grits— perfect  digesters  of 
hardest  foods. 

INCUBATORS— We  sell  the  famous  Prairie  State— the  best  Incubators  and 
Brooders  made. 

DRINKiNC  FOUNTAINS— keep  the  watercleanand  keep  little  chicks  from 
drowning. 

Grouud  Meat  Meal,  Bone,  Beef  Scraps,  Feeding  Pang,  Poultry  Xettlng, 

Condition  Powders,  .fee, 
tf*IIT  tf^i  AVKD  H  A  V       ready  for  use.    Takes  the  place  of  grass 
A  V»li"  T  EK  malk.  S  and  green  food  in  the  dead  of  winter— when 
fowls  most  appreciate  such  food.  $1,75  Per  100  Pound  Sack. 
,  Illustrated  Catalogue        UADUPV  ^PPfl  1111    86 EUlcott  Street, 
SENT  FJiEE.  nAniLl  OLLU  UU.  BUFFALO,  N. 


The  Cheapest  and  Best 

Fonr  Poultry  Papers  and  Two  Books,  for  $1.28. 

FULL,  A^^LLTE,  $3.00. 

The  best  is  always  the  cheapest  in  the  end,  even  though  the  cost  be  more.  But 
when  a  poultryman  can  get  four  of  the  best  poultry  papers  for  practical  purposes, 
and  two  such  books  as  offered  below,  for  a  trifle  more  than  the  cost  of  one  of 
the  papers,  it  is  a  chance  no  one  should  let  go  by. 

On  receipt  of   cash  $1,25,  we  will  send  to  any  single  address,  as  follows: 

FARM-POULTRY,  semi-monthly,  one  year, 

POULTRY  KEEPER,  in  colors,  monthly,  one  year, 

INTER-STATE   POULTRYMAN,  monthly,  one  year, 

A  FEW  HENS,  monthly,  one  year. 

Book  BROILERS   FOR   PROFIT,        by  M,  K,  Boyt 


price,  - 

-  »1.00. 

l>rice. 

-  .50. 

price,  - 

.50. 

price. 

-  .35. 

l>rice,  - 

,50. 

price. 

,35. 

$3,00. 

Total,  ------- 

The  four  papers  one  year  and  the  two  books,  all  post-paid,  for  $1.25.  Send  all 
orders  to  us.  The  combination  cannot  be  changed  or  filled  as  above,  unless  all 
ordered  at  one  time.  A  FEW  HENS,  Box  2118,  Boston,  Mass, 
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Notes  in  Passing. 


News  in  the  Market  Poultry  World — 
Hints  that  May  be  of  Value — Para- 
graphs from  Our  Exchanges. 


The  fierce  old  eagle  on  the  flag  has  had  her 

praises  sung 
By  poets  and  by  orators  since  this  fair  laud  was 

young. 

A  wicked,  hard,  old  fighter  he,  but  in  our  peace- 
ful day, 

A  weary,  old  back-number  is  the  selfish  bird  of 
prey. 

Old  Uncle  Sam,  from  war's  alarm,  may  now 
take  long  release  ; 

Beneath  his  vine  he  now  has  time  to  ply  the 
art  of  peace. 

Your  Uncle  needs  no  fighting  bird  out  in  his 
peaceful  pen. 

Far  better  let  the  eagle  go,  and  raise  the  Busi- 
ness Hen. 

The  eagle  and  the  old  war  flags,  with  faded 

stripes  and  stars, 
May  better  serve  as  memories  of  battle-painted 

scars. 

Aye  !  Let  them  serve  as  memories — a  heritage 
of  fame 

That  generations  yet  unborn  may  in  all  justice 
claim. 

But  in  these  piping  times  of  peace,  the  eagle  off 
his  perch 

May  wisely  stop ;  and  when,  with  care,  old 
Uncle  Sam  shall  search 

A  substitute  ;  I  nominate  our  friend,  the  Busi- 
ness Hen, 

A  worthy  type  of  energy  and  skill  for  all  true 
men. 

Down  with  the  eagle  from  the  flag,  down  with 

his  motto  slay  ! 
Up,  livelj',  with  the  Business  Hen,  and  make 

that  motto  lay. 
Far  better  is  the  cackle  when  an  honest  egg  is 

born 

Than  that  wild  eagle's  screaming  when  a  human 

heart  is  torn. 
Yes,  give  the  hen  a  roosting  place  above  the 

starry  flag. 

The  Business  Hen  !    Long  may  she  wave  !  The 

country's  pride  and  brag. 
And  bred  to  patriotism,  from  her  healthy  eggs 

we'll  hatch 

The  spunk  to  keep  our  Yankee  land  still  toeing 

to  the  scratch. 
— H.  W.  CoUingwood,  before   New  York  Far- 
mers' Club. 


Buff  Langshans  are  the  latest ! 

If  possible,  have  a  wind  break  in  your 
poultry  yard. 

"The  love  for  bird  and  beast  will  raise 
to  higher  planes  the  life  of  him  who 
fosters  it,"  writes  George  Enty. 

A  little  knowledge  is  just  as  dangerous 
in  the  poultry  business  as  any  other 
occupation,  says  Judge  Brown. 

The  first  successful  element  in  profitable 
poultry  keeping  is  the  person  himself, 
says  the  Inter-State  Poultryman. 

A.  C.  Hawkins  says  for  23  years  he  has 
bred  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  has 
yet  to  find  a  fowl  with  more  desirable 
qualities. 

Breed  for  utility,  eggs  and  meat,  says 
Inter-State  Poultryman.  They  are 
always  in  demand,  and  poultry  pays 
better  than  anything  else. 

Poultry  raising  gives  quick  returns  on 
money  invested,  says  Poultry  IteDi. 
If  rightly  managed  will  give  steady 
returns,  and  is  a  pa)'ing  business. 

Editor  Drevenstedt  wisely  says  a  thor- 
oughbred animal  of  any  kind,  and  even 
grades  and  crosses  that  contain  its 
blood,  are  superior  to  common  stock. 

While  much  good  can  be  accomplished 
in  a  hen  house  by  a  force  pump,  yet 
for  whitewashing  walls  or  buildings 
we  think  it  a  teetotal  failure — unless 
one  likes  such  tatooing  work. 

George  H.  Pollard  does  not  believe  in 
"fairy  tales."  He  says  the  poultry 
business  will,  when  properl}'  con- 
ducted, give  a  fair  profit,  steady  work, 
and  a  good  living  for  the  average  man. 


"Look  at  the  wonderful  control  the  flor- 
ist has  over  his  plants.  And  I,  too, 
want  to  be  master  in  my  poultry 
plant.  And  I  know  that  said  mastery 
means  the  profits,"  writes  W.  Theo. 
Wittman,  in  Ohio  Poultry  fournal. 

The  larger  the  flocks  the  greater  the 
risks  and  necessity  for  close  and  care- 
ful business  attention.  It  is  on  this 
account  that  the  colony  method  is 
best  where  large  numbers  are  to  be 
kept,  says  the  Western  Poultry  four- 
naX. 

As  in  other  things,  so  in  poultry,  suc- 
cess is  won  by  diligent  painstaking, 
saj-s  H.  P.  Craig,  in  Practical  Fanner. 
The  cry,  "It  don't  pay,"  comes  from 
those  who  fail  to  do  well  their  part. 
Poor  stock,  poor  house,  poor  nests, 
poor  coops,  poor  feed,  poor  care,  mean 
poor  results. 

Method  :  How  much  is  meant  by  that 
one  word  when  applied  to  poultry 
keeping,  writes  C.  D.  Bates,  in  Web- 
foot  Planter.  The  successful  one  uses 
good  common  sense  methods ;  an- 
other, but  little  method  ;  and  still 
another,  no  method  at  all.  Method 
is  the  "red  tape"  of  the  poultry  busi- 
ness, and  is  just  as  essential  as  is  "red 
tape"  in  a  bank  or  railroad  manage- 
ment. 

There  are  breeds  for  various  purposes, 
and  one  should  decide  what  is  desired 
of  the  fowl  before  stocking  up,  and, 
after  having  selected  a  breed,  it  is  poor 


policy  to  change  to  some  other  without 
giving  the  first  a  fair  trial,  says  Maine 
Farmer.  Changing  from  one  breed 
to  another,  or  adding  breed  after 
breed  to  the  one  originally  selected, 
is  sure  to  result  in  general  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  prove,  eventually,  a  losing 
investment. 
John  Glasgow,  in  Poultry  Monthly,  in 
comparing  the  American  with  the 
English  Light  Bralimas,  says  the 
American  birds  are  better  foragers 
and  layers,  carrying  more  flesh  of 
superior  quality,  being  much  more 
juicy,  and  as  a  fundamental  cross  for 
quick-growing  chickens  for  broiler 
purposes  has  no  equal.  Moreover, 
they  are  about  the  most  hardy  of  our 
domesticated  poultry,  and  under 
proper  care  the  very  best  of  our  win- 
ter layers  when  eggs  are  valuable. 

WILL,  SELL  Thompson's  pure  B.  P.  Eocks, 
cheap.  Elm  Grove  lards,  Aiisable  Forks,  Y. 


PRAIRIE  STATE 

good  as  new.  Last  hatch  45  chicks  from  50  eggs. 
Price,  ,915.    WALTER  L.  BELL,  Jamaica,  N.  \. 


White  P.  Kocks.  Jersey  Beauties.  Eggs  per 
13  (Hawkins),  ,?2.00;  (Empire),  gl.OO.  REV.  W.  T. 
DORWOOD,  Stelton,  N.  J.  (Member  A. W.  P.  R.  Club). 


AMERICAN  TRAP  NEST  BOX. 

Very  simple;  easy  to  build;  directions  for  building, 
§1.00.  By  its  use  I  have  brought  my  strain  of  S.  C. 
White  Leghorns  to  lay  200  eggs  per  year,  and  win  at 
New  York  and  Boston.  Stock  for  sale ;  circulars  free. 

J.  H.  WOODHEAD, 
Pleasant  Poultry  Yards,  Box  226,  Leicester,  Mass. 


PoesZOttens  ^ork. 

The  ordinary  size  Victor  Incubator  hatches  as  manychickens  as  20hen8  could  hatch, 
and  does  it  when  hens  can't  be  induced  to  set.    A  Victor  Incubator  is  the  greatest 
profit  brmger  that  the  poultryman  or  larmer  can  employ.   It  represents  the  highest 
uj_^^^^^^  I     step  in  artificial  hatching.    Being  scientifically  perfect  in 

f^sS^^^^^^^^'^^^:^^^  its  operation— positively  regulates  itself— 

VICTOR  Incubator 


The 
Improved 


is  moderately  priced.  It  is  most  economical  to  buy  and  to  operate,  most  profit- 
able in  the  results  it  attains.   A  written  guarantee  goes  with  every  Victor  In- 
cabator  that  it  will  do  everything  claimed  for  it— or  money  refunded.   Catalog  6c.,  circular  free 


CEO.  ERTEL  CO.,  Quincy,  III.,  U.  S.  A.     Established  1867. 


Most  Practical  Value 

rOR  THE  MONEY. 

Two    P*oiiltry   P*apers    for    only  ^I.IO. 


FARM-POULTRY,  semi-monthly,  one  year,  -       _  . 

A  FEW  HENS,  monthly,  one  year,  .       -       .  . 

Book,  A  LIVING  FROM  POULTRY,  by  Buyer, 

Book,  PROFITABLE  POULTRY  FARMING,  \ty  Buyer, 
Book,  BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  by  Buyer, 

Book,  FAR3I-POULTRY  DOCTOR,  by  Sanborn, 

All,  if  ordered  sei>arately. 


Sl.OO 
.25 
.25 
.25 
.50 
.50 

Si2.75 


lip  ordered  at  one  time,  $1.50.  # 

5^  A  1  BOTH  PAPERS  ALONE  ONE  YEAR,  $1.10.  ^ 

Or,  the  two  papers  and  any  two  hooks,  iSl.,30.  No  other  changes  ni  the  combination  allowed.  3^ 

^  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  ^ 
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H.  W.  Collingwood  pays  this  glowing 
tribute:  "A  lieu  is  worthy  of  the 
best  work  of  the  fancier,  the  farmer 
or  the  business  man.  The  money  ob- 
tained for  her  products  is  widely  dis- 
tributed. It  circulates  everywhere  ; 
it  cannot  be  cornered  ;  it  goes  into 
every  home,  every  farm,  every  town, 
every  grocery  store  in  the  land.  The 
hen  is  a  chemist,  a  banker  and  a  man- 
ufacturer. She  holds  the  fort  from 
the  Klondike  to  Cape  Horn,  and  she 
is  rolling  mortgages  on  her  eggs  and 
cackling  a  brave  defiance  when  the 
wolf  howls  at  the  door." 

Referring  to  the  time  of  mating,  John 
Doherty  says  :  "Mating  usually  t£.Kes 
place  in  the  months  of  March,  April 
and  May.  If  winter  layers  are  de- 
sired. May  15th  is  the  latest  date  for 
hatching.  Incubation  takes  three 
weeks,  and  the  hens  require,  say,  10 
days  additional  to  become  accustomed 
to  their  new  home  ;  so  that  the  pen 
should  be  made  np  some  32  days  be- 
fore the  date  of  first  intended  hatch. 
If  the  hens  have  been  running  with 
cocks  of  other  breeds,  the  additional 
10  days  mentioned  with  the  new  cock 
will  insure  the  eggs  being  thorough- 
bred." 

It  is  reported  that  an  evening  dress, 
made  entirely  of  chicken  skins,  has 
been  on  exhibition  recently  in  one 
of  the  fashionable  establishments  of 
Paris.  This  startling  garment  was 
made  for  Mme.  Theo.  Montbaude,  a 
fashionable  Parsienne.  It  was  worn 
but  once,  at  a  grand  ball,  given  by 
the  Russian  ambassador  in  Paris,  but 
no  other  garment  at  that  gorgeous 
affair  aroused  half  so  much  admiration 
as  the  frock  of  chicken  skin.  To  ap- 
preciate the  beauty  of  the  dress  it 
must  be  known  that  not  less  than  800 
pieces  of  tanned  skin  were  used  in 
the  making  of  the  skirt  and  bodice 
alone. 

We  have  heard  of  using  rosin  in  dressing 
poultry,  but  never  tried  the  method. 
Geo.  O.  Brown,  a  well-known  au- 
thority on  poultry,  says  :  To  make  a 
quick  and  thorough  job  of  "plucking 
fowls  for  market,  dip  them  first  in 
cold  water,  then  with  a  perforated 
can,  sprinkle  powdered  rosin  all  over 
the  feathers,  after  which  scald  them 
in  the  usual  way,  and  the  whole  coat, 
pin-feathers  and  all,  will  come  off 
very  easily  in  the  mass,  and  the  job  is 
done.  It  does  not  in  the  least  affect 
the  appearance  of  the  skin  ;  rosin  is 
cheap,  and  in  preparing  large  num- 
bers of  fowls  for  market  much  valu- 
able time  is  saved. 

John  Doherty,  in  an  address  before  the 
New  York  Farmers'  Club,  in  reference 
to  the  number  of  birds  in  a  pen,  said  : 
"Bach  pen  contains  one  cock,  with 
as  many  hens  as  it  is  thought  best  to 
breed  to  him.  Opinions  differ  greatly 
as  to  the  best  number  of  hens  for  each 
cock,  some  authorities  advising  as 
low  as  2,  and  others  as  high  as  25. 
In  reality,  all  depends  on  the  vigor  of 
the  cock.  Inbred  cocks  have  fre- 
quently so  little  vigor  that  they  are 
unable  to  serve  for  more  than  4  or  5 
hens.  A  vigorous  cock  should  have 
from  12  to  18  hens,  and  will  throw 
better  chickens  with  that  number 
than  with  four  or  five." 


"We  have  no  man  in  connection  with 
the  poultry  fancy,"  writes  John  Glas- 
gow, in  Poultry  Monthly,  "who  is  a 
greater  advocate  of  keeping  utility 
purposes  to  the  front,  in  connection 
with  poultr}'  raising,  than  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Poultry  Associ- 
ation, I.  K.  Felch.  More  power  to 
his  pen.  Mr.  Felch  is  one  of  the  old 
school  of  poultry  fanciers,  and, 
although  his  views  and  my  own  are  at  . 
variance  on  some  points,  we  are  as 
one  as  far  as  regards  the  importance 
of  preserving  and  intensifying  the 
utility  points  in  our  several  breeds  of 
fowls,  in  preference  to  mere  craze 
after  fancy  feather  points." 

The  secret  in  successful  poultry  raising 
consists  in  the  fact  that  all  fowls  must 
be  kept  comfortable,  says  Wisconsin 
Farmer.  A  fowl  drenched  with  rain 
is  certainly  not  comfortable.  A  man 
caught  in  a  rain  storm  can  change  his 
clothing  and  thus  save  catching  a 
cold.  But  a  fowl  caught  in  a  heavy 
rain  must  dry  her  clothing  on  her. 
Certainly  it  does  not  take  a  philoso- 
pher to  determine  what  bad  results 
will  come  from  these  constantly 
drenched  fowls.  After  years  of  expe- 
rience with  poultry  we  have  learned 
this  fact :  No  fowl  can  stand  a  con- 
stant exposure  to  inclement  weather, 
and  the  more  we  protect  them  the 
better  will  be  the  results. 


Poultry  Farm  for  Sale.   21  acres;  15  cleared. 
Buildings  to  hold  150  hens;  incubator  cellar; 
brooder  bouse;  fruit.    Price,  )?1900.  Write. 
WINFIELD  DARLING,  So.  Setauket,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 


POULTRY^ 


at  CUT  PRICES. 

CATALOGUE  FREE. 

Eng.  Co.,  Columbus,  0. 


Wh.  Wyand.,  W.  P.  Rocks  and  R.  I.  Reds. 

Brown  eggs  from  prolific  winter  layers  at  gl.OO  per 

15.   White  Wyandotte  eggs,  ,^4.00  per  100. 

C.  A.  SANBORN,  42  Fairmont  St.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Black  and  White  Langshans 

Best  winter  layers.  Standard  bred  with  strong  vitil- 
ity  qualities.  17  first  and  second  prizes  won  this 
season.    GEO.  P.  COFFIN,  Freeport,  Maine. 

BARRED   ROCK   EOGS  from  yard  headed 
by  Cockerel  from  A.  C.  Hawkins.  Hens  are  large, 
nice  shape,  well  marked,  and  good  layers.   ,?1.0fl  for 
Also  a  few  good  Cockerels  and  Pnllets  for  sale. 
A  few  settings  of  eggs  from  Prize  Winning  Indian 
Games,  gi2.00  for  13. 

C.  C.  SHORE,  McDaniel,  Md. 

COCKERELS. 

Norton  Heavy  Laying  strains  Wh.  Wyandottes  and 
B.  P.  Rocks,  ^'1.50  to  ^4.  Other  strains.  Write  wants. 
C.  A.  DUNLAP,  Falmouth,  Maine. 

CLOSING  OUT  SALE. 

To  close  out  surplus  stock  of  L,ig:ht  Brahmas, 
will  sell  yearling  hens  at  gll.50each;  pullets,  gl. 00 
each;  Cockerels,  gl,50  each.  Must  be  sold  at  once. 
These  are  good  bargains.  Address, 

MICHAEL  K.  BOYER,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

ARRED  PLYMOUTH  KOCKS, 
LT.  WT.  LT.  BRAHMAS. 

(Brown  egg  business  strains).  250  Pullets  for  sale 
at  %\  to  %•!  each.  50  fine  Cockerels  at  ^2  and  83  each. 
Incubator  eggs  from  thoroughbred,  year-old  stock, 
g!5.00  per  100.        E.  D.  PAGE,  North  Hermon,  Me. 


800 


Felch. 


Mica  Crystal  Grit.  per  100  lbs  8  .75 

Crushed  Oyster  Shells,  per  lOO  lb.  bag,  .75 
Ground  Bone.  per  100  lb.  bag,  2.00 

Lower  prices  for  larger  quantities.  Ship  us  your 

POULTRY  A1\ID  EGGS. 

SPKA&rrK  «OMMI8SIOW  CO., 
?318  i^ontb  Water  St.  Chicago.  llL 


This  is  the  way  the  California  Poultry 
Tribune  tells  of  how  the  "hen  fever" 
strikes  big  guns  :  "Grover  Cleveland 
is  going  to  get  rid  of  his  'innocuous 
desuetude.'  He  recently  bought  in- 
cubators and  is  going  right  into  poul- 
try culture,  Ex-President  Hayes  fash- 
ion, but  on  a  larger  scale.  Another 
man  that  is  down  with  the  fever,  is  T. 
Havermeyer,  one  of  the  Havermeyer 
sugar  kings.  He  is  President  of  the 
New  York  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Associ- 
ation. Still  another  is  one  of  the 
Astors,  who  runs  three  large  farms 
devoted  to  fancy  and  market  poultry, 
on  one  of  which  he  has  geese  and 
ducks.  Here  on  the  coast  are  the 
Sprekels  Brothers  who  raise  broilers 
for  the  'Frisco  folks."  The  Tribtine 
might  have  mentioned,  too,  "Wm.  K. 
Vanderbilt,  who  is  a  Plymouth  Rock 
crank  ;  and  a  score  of  other  million- 
aires who  have  poultry  plants,  the 
same  as  were  some  time  ago  enjoyed 
by  ex-Vice-President  and  Governor 
Morton  ;  the  late  Cyrus  T.  Fields,  of 
cable  fame ;  Judge  Hilton,  and  many 
others. 

Buff  Poultry  Yards.  Bargains  in  Buff  Leghorns,  Buff 
P.  Rocks,  Buff  Wyandottes.  Also  first-class  Houdans. 
Menzebach  Bros.,  531  Wash.  St.,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

WMte  Wyandottes,  {f'^/^^"^ 
Barred  Plymontli  Rocks. 

Plenty  of  nicely  marked  birds,  large,  strong,  well 
matured;  price  only  one-half  as  much  as  we  have 
paid  prominent  breeders  for  same  quality.  If  stock 
is  not  absolutely  satisfactory  you  can  send  it  back 
at  our  expense  and  we  will  refund  vour  money. 
 MILES  BROS.,  Spring  Hill,  Fa.  

winning  Baircd  Plymontli  Rocks 

Clean  sweep  of  1st  prizes  at  Amesbury,  Mass. 
SCORED 

95  1-2,  94  1-2,  94  1-2, 

94  J-2,  94  1-2,  94. 

First  Cockerel,  First  Pullet,  First  Pen. 

Cockerels  full  brothers  to  above,  g3  and  g5  each, 
F.  E.  COLBY,  Bow  Mills,  N.  H. 

Rhode  Island  Reds 

are  hardiest  and  lay  largest  deep  tinted  eggs  of  any 
birds  of  their  size.  Have  deeper  yellow  skin  and 
legs  than  any  white  fowl;  are  not  angular,  coarse 
boned  and  leggy  when  dressed  and  have  no  dark  pin 
featliers.  Have  not  yet  been  spoiled  by  being  bred 
for  feather  by  the  extreme  fancier  and  therefore 

JUST  SUIT   THE  FARMER. 

We  have  a  choice  lot  of  them  and  will  sell  eggs. 
Circulars  of  poultry  and  geese  free. 

SAMUEL  CUSHMASt,  Fawtucket,  R.  I. 

WINTER  EGGS 

are  as  easily  obtained 
as  summer  eggs  if  the  food 
is  turned  into  the  proper  chan-  ^ 
nel.   That's  the  secret  of  the 
great  success  of  Lee's  Tonic 
Powder.    Mrs.  J.  J.  Frank,  of 
Cedaredge,  Colo.,  says:  "I  can- 
not praise  it  enough  for  what 
It  has  done  for  my  poultry.  No 
more  sick  chickens  and  the  egg 
basket  well  filled  every  day." 

We  send  a  25c.  box  of  Tonic  and 
a  30c.  can  of  Lee's  Lice  Killer,  „i 
which  kills  all  body  lice,  mites,  ^jf 
etc.,  on  poultry  by  simply  paint- 
ing on  roosts,  as  samples  for  30  cts. 

Our  68-page  book  on  "Insects" 
and  "Poultry"  free. 

Address  nearest  office. 

GEO.  H.  LEE  CO.,  UIO  Farnam  St.,  OMAHA,  NEB. 
178  Michigan  St..  CHICAOO.    68  Murray  St..  NEW  YORK. 

COMPLETE  CATALOGDE 

Of  BEST  Egffs.  Poultry  That  GROW. 

Eighteen  leading  varieties  of  Poultry,  Turkevs, 
Bucks  and  Guineas.  Bred  for  both  ee-gs  and  fancy 
points.  Eggs  for  batchine,  ,<?1.00  per  15;  ^3.00  per 
GO.    Stock  for  sale.    Send  for  catalogue. 

JAMES  M.  SMITH,  Box  60,  Perkiomenville,  Pa, 


1899. 


A   Kkw  Hens 
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A  Few  Hens  DaJAy^/lsirket  Report. 

The  Prices  Given  are  Wholesale  Otiotations  for  Prime  Stock — Goods  Not  up  to 
the  Standard  Will  Receive  Proportiotiately  Less. 

NEW  YORK. 


CHICAGO. 


Furnished  A  Few  Hens  by  Sprague  Com- 
mission Co.,  218  So.  Water  St.,  Cliicagro,  111. 


Eggs- 


Furnished  A  Few  Hens  by  Dulany  &  Branin, 
41  Hewitt  Ave.,  New  York  City. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


Furnished  A  Few  Hens  l>y  Philip  Quigley, 
303  South  Front  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Eggs  and  Live  Poultry 


BOSTON. 


Fnrnished  A  Few  Hens  by  Bennett,  Kand 
&  Co.,  20  North  Market  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Dressed  Poultry. 
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NIAGARA  FARM 

Offers  to  close,  Llsht  Brahma s,  S.  C.Wliite  Leghorns, 
Bel^an  Hares,  gl. 00  each.  Mammoth  Pekni  Ducks, 
"White  Holland  Turkeys,  White  Indian  Game  C'k'ls, 
gl..5()  to  83.00  each. 

One  Prairie  State  Sectional  Brooder  complete,  S13. 

Green  Cut  Clover  81.25  per  100  lbs.;  gS.OO 
per  500  lbs.   Editor  Boyer  uses  our  Clover. 

In  future  shall  onlv  breed  Mammoth  Pekin  Ducks 
and  Pure  White  Wvaudottes.   Send  for  circular. 
Ksss  81.00  per  13;  $3.00  per  50;  giS.OO  per  100. 
W.  R.  CURTISS  &  CO,,  Ransomvllle,  N.  y. 
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Jan.  15 


People  We  Know. 


Facts  and  News  Gleaned  Especially  for  A  FEW 
HENS  About  People  We  Know. 


"Bassler's  strain  of  premium  fowls  are  noted 
as  big  layers" — see  page  90. 

Nothing  on  earth  will  make  hens  lay  like 
Sheridan's  Condition  Powder. 

The  cover  page  of  the  Christmas  Inland  Poul- 
try is  elaborate,  and  shows  good  taste. 

Prof.  Samuel  Cushman  offers  bargains  in  Afri- 
can geese  in  this  issue  of  A  Few  Hens. 

Rice's  Lice  Paint,  advertised  on  page  91,  will 
destroy  the  insects  faster  than  they  can  be  i)red. 

The  Southern  Poultry  Journal  has  removed  to 
Dallas,  Texas,  where  Editor  McReynolds  will 
be  able  to  get  out  a  better  paper. 

Score  another  for  the  Reliable  Poultry  Journal 
for  a  fine  lithograph  of  a  pair  of  Arthur  Dustou's 
White  Wyandottes.  It  is  an  excellent  produc- 
tion. 

The  H.  K.  Mulford  Company,  chemists,  Phila- 
delphia and  Chicago,  are  ititroducing  anti-toxin 
for  the  cure  and  prevention  of  roup  and  canker 
in  fowls. 

W.  W.  Shampanore,  Little  Silver,  N.  J.,  be- 
lieves in  heavy  egg  production,  and  his  adver- 
tisement in  this  issue  will  tell  you  of  the  breeds 
he  keeps. 

Geo.  H.  Lee  Co.,  Omaha: — "Enclosed  find 
$1.00  for  five  more  boxes  of  Lee's  Tonic  Powder. 
Hens  that  were  laying  7  and  8  eggs  per  day  are 
laying  17  eggs  per  day  after  two  feeds  of  Tonic 
Powder." 

Walter  Miller,  Ewing,  Neb.,  Dec.  30,  '98. 

Geo.  H.  Lee  Co.,  Omaha: — "As  many  as  a 
dozen  persons  have  told  me  they  would  take  it 
as  soon  as  ever  I  got  it.  I  would  not  be  afraid  to 
invest  $50.00  in  the  Lee's  Lice  Killer  alone,  for 
once  used,  no  one  would  be  without  it  in  the 
poultry  house.  The  Tonic  Powder  I  know  also 
is  equally  good  for  prodvicing  eggs." 
Miss  Susie  Marsh,  Armour,  S.  D.,  Dec,  30,  '98. 

With  the  breeding  of  high-class  Black  and 
White  Langshans,  the  name  of  Geo.  P.  Coffin, 
Freeport,  Maine,  has  been  closely  identified  for 
a  number  of  years.  Besides  winning  many 
prizes  with  his  birds,  he  has  aimed  for  utility  as 
well,  and  in  a  recent  exhibition  carried  off  the 
honors  on  dressed  poultry  and  brown  eggs. 
Such  stock  meets  a  popular  demand,  and  his 
customers  are  found  in  nearly  every  state  in  the 
Union,  besides  several  foreign  countries. 

WILL,  Exchange  a  Mann  Bone  Cuttei-, 
almost  new,  for  Leghorns,  young  stock.  Fancy 
pigeons  for  sale.    SMITH,  printer,  Johnstown,  N.  Y. 

S.  L.  WYANDOTTES  imported  direct  from  J. 
R.  Hamilton,  Eng.  20  pullets  averaged  239  eggs  in  '97. 
Cockerels  for  sale.    J.  W.  Forrest,  Adams,  Mass. 

WE  BREED 

BUFF  PLY.  ROCKS  only. 

Orders  booked  now  for  eggs  at  gfl.SO  per  13;  S2.50 
per  26.      FORD  BROS.,  Oak  Hill,  N.  Y. 

"OOSE  and  SINGLE  COMB  BLACK  MIN- 

iVi  ORCAS,  choice  farm  raised  cockerels,  ^2  and  g3 
each;  also  a  few  choice  Wliite  Wyandotte  cockerels, 
hens  and  pullets,  §1.25  to  g!2.00  each;  eggs  in  season; 
circulars  free.   GEO.  A.  HURLBERT,  Ouyler,  N.  Y. 

Trr^dP'*^  BLACK  LANGSHANS.  Will 
-82i\jr\jri08  sella  few  settings  from  two  grand 
pens.  Large,  vigorous,  healthy  females  mated  to 
Standard-weight  males,  g2. 00  per  setting;  three  set- 
tings, gS.OO.      H.  COTTERILL,  Westfield,  N.  J. 

J A  few  choice  Buff  Rock 
o   and  Leghorn  Cockerels, 
cheap.    Pleasant  Poultry  Yards,  Marysvillo,  Pa. 


\  /  \  /  \  /  \  /  '  is  made  of  the  best  No.  19  gal- 
V-y  V  /  V  y  V  y  '"  vanized  steel  wire,  strengthened 


•  by  a  cable  selvage  and  a  cable 
-<^— >-v^/~  every  foot  v\  the  height  of  the 

^^^4FEK   

^^'\_/~^L_/  K'Y^  Its  multitude  of  horizontal  wires 
T^^'"y'  '^°-^-=5^»^°-^  gives  it  strength,  makes  it  easy 
\  /  '  *°  erect,  keeps  it  in  good  shape. 

^^^P5Q  m  OEHT  TOWSER. 

dnu  jniy  o,  i^-^jj.      genuine  when  every  roll  con- 
.      '  tains  tlae  I'simou^*    M.  M.  S. 

1  rade  Mark.   Descriptive  matter  FREE. 

3E?L  A-  Xj  3ES   I?"  X>:  W  O  IE  CO«« 
High  Street,  BcKalb,  Illinois, 


Kliode  Island  Red  and  Wh.  Wyan.  cockerels; 
vigorous  birds,  %2.    Geo.  V.  Millett,  Ipswich,  Mass. 

North up's  Minorcas 

NOBTHCJP'S  1898  Minorca  Catalogue,  the  most 
complete  ever  published  in  descriptions,  prices, 
1000  winnings,  new  pictures  of  buildings  and  fowls, 
contains  much  information  fully  indexed  under  60 
headings.  Rose  and  Single  Comb  cocks,  hens,  cock- 
erels and  pullets  at  bargains. 

GEORGE  H.  NORTHUP,  Box  15,  Raceville,  N.  Y. 

1.  K.  FELCH  &  SON, 

Box  K,  Natick,  Mass. 
Light  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
and.  White  Wyandottes, 

 BRED    ON    PRACTICAL  LINES.  

Standard  Points  and  Egg  Records  Combined. 
Enclose  stamps  for  24  page  catalogue. 

White    Wyandotte  Cockerels 

Sl.OO  to  ijSa.OO  each. 

Good  breeding  birds  andO.  K.  I  have  just  purchased 
tlie  entire  fiock  of  several  breeders  of  White 
Crested  Black  Polish,  and  offer  a  few  birds  that 
are  not  quite  up  to  "snuff",  very  cheap.  Have  some 
good  ones  too. 

D.  LINCOLN  ORR,  Box  9,  Orr's  Mills,  N.  Y. 


(Successors  to  Haines  &  Brauin,) 

Commission  Merchants, 

Philadelphia  Potiltry;  Broilers,  Roast- 
'ers,  Faucy  Capons,  Squabs  and  Eggs. 

Nos.  41,  43  and  45  Hewitt  Avenue, 
West  Washington  Market,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


80  ft.  Bramhall,  Deane  improved  riot  Water  Sys- 
tem, complete,  cost  ^73.00;  will  sell  for  gi40.00. 
Used  two  seasons.   Want  to  enlarge  brooder  house. 

Our  Improved  Pekin  Ducks 

are  quick  growers  and  great  layers.  They  hustle 
after  dollars.  Good  breeding  stock  now  at  gl.50 
eacli;  will  be  double  that  soon.    Hurry  up. 

MARYBROOK  RANCH, 

J.  MacFlickinger,  Prop.  Eannettshurg,  Pa. 

POULTRY  PRINTING. 

500  Envelopes,  $1.00.  .500  Note  Heads,  81.00. 
500  Cards,  1.00.     500  Shipping  Tags,  100. 

500  1-page  Circulars,  2.50.     500  2-page  Circulars,  4.00. 
500  4-page  Circulars,  ^6.00. 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Nov.,  17, 1898. 
Note  heads  and  envelopes  received  and  am  very 
much  pleased  with  them.   We  don't  see  how  you 
can  really  afford  to  do  such  work  at  so  nominal  a 
fignre.  Berry  Bros. 

Summitville,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  17,  1898. 
Tlie  letter  heads  you  printed  for  me  are  entirely 
satisfactory.   It  is  the  best  job  I  ever  had  done. 

F.  W.  Bonds. 
Bryan,  Texas,  Nov.  21,  1898. 
I  was  highly  pleased  with  the  printing  you  did  for 
me.   There  was  certainly  nothing  cheap  hut  the 
price.  Ed.  S.  Derden. 

Amesbury,  Mass.,  Nov.  18,  1898. 
The  cards  were  received  today.   They  were  better 
than  I  expected  for  the  money.  B.  S.  Gale, 

Carlisle,  Neb,,  Nov.  22,  1898. 
The  work  you  do  is  beautiful  and  surely  is  first- 
class,  w.  R.  Petty. 
The  Fanciers'  Review,  Box  1,  Chatham,  N.Y. 

laMoshans 

ARE  GOOD  I.AYERS  AND  I  HAVE 
GOOD  ONES  FOR  SAI.E. 


Address,  Mrs.  C,  M..  KELLY,  Newark,  N.Y". 


BUSINESS  FOR  YOURSELF.  Will  buy  or  sell 
moving  picture  macliines,  talking  machines, 
cameras,  etc.    KAYS  &  CO.,  Youngsville,  N.  Y. 

Bei-wick  Farm— Buff  Leghorns,  Buff  Wyan. 
Wh.  Wyan.,  Ind.  Ga:aies.  Our  strain  have  won  prizes 
in  England  and  America's  greatest  shows;  prolific 
layers ;  egg  order  book  now  open.    Norwich,  N.Y. 

HAVE  bought  the  Buff  Rock  cock  which  won  1st 
Troy  and  1st  Saratoga  Fair,  '97,  and  2d  Troy,  Dec., 
'98.  He  will  head  one  of  our  breeding  pens;  see 
otlier  ad.    FORD  BROS.,  Oak  Hill,  N.  Y. 

Circulars  and  sample  leg 
I  band  free.  Get  my  prices  on 
up-to-date  printing.  Peerless 
'Leg  Bands  stay  on  and  stay 
ibriglit.  Egg  Dater  and  Ink 
.Pad,  50c.  B.  F.  Huntington, 
Platteville,  Wis. 


Poultry  Printing, 
Peerless  Leg  Bands,; 
Rilier  Stamps. 


Over  $14  Per  Head 

Actual  profit  on  a  pen  of  "White  Wyandottes, 

as  explained  in  January  A  Few  Hens.  Eggs  for 
hatching  (from  stock  that  averaged  180  eggs  each 
the  past  year)  ^1.50  per  sitting.  Address, 

C.  K.  NELSON,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING  from  standard  White 
Wyandottes,  extra  large,  $2  per  ]5,;j(3per  100.  To 
breed  W.  Wyandottes  exclusively,  ■will  close  out  the 
following:  20  hens,  1  cock.  Black  Minorcas ;  Shens, 
3  pullets,  1  cockerel.  Light  Brahmas;  7  pullets,  1 
cockerel,  Rhode  Island  Reds ;  all  of  leadingbreeders. 
Hunsberger  Poultry  Farm,  South  Hatfield,  Pa. 

ANCONAS 

are  among  the  best  of  egg  i^roducers.  Cockerels 

M-OO,  ,a!5.00  and  gG.OO.    Good  birds. 

Owosco  Poultry  Farm,  Box  30,  Port  Byran,N.  Y. 

BLACK  LANGSHANS.   WHITE  WYAN- 
DOTTES and   BUFF  LEGHORNS, 

jjullets,  hens  and  cockerels,  f\  to  j?2  per  head;  most 
of  them  now  laying;  they  are  hardy,  standard  bred, 
and  great  layers;  some  of  them  will  score  well  in 
tlie  nineties;  orders  booked  for  eggs  at  g2  per  15; 
satisfaction  guaranteed.  Address, 

JOSEPH  NOSS,  New  Castle,  Pa. 

WHEN  YOU  HAVE  ANY 

Poultry  for  Market 

Write  for  prices  to 

Produce  Commission  Mei'chant, 
No.  303  South  Front  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Me  Hens  Lay 

When  eggs  are  high.  You  can 
do  it.  This  Priceless  Secret 
of  Success  with  Poultry  is 
fully  told  in  our  New  Poultry 
Book.  It  also  contains  a 
Monthly  Ess  Record  and 
Poultry  Keepers  Expense  Account  for  one 
year,  by  which  profit  and  loss  can  be  shown  montldy 
(well  printed  on  good  heavy  paper)  worth  25  cts.  It 
also  explains  Prof.  Corbett's  method  "How  to  make 
goOO  yearly  profit  with  12  hens,"  for  which  he  charges 
%\.  Also  much  additional  information  of  great  value 
to  every  poultry  keeper.  This  book  sent  free,  post- 
paid, as  i)remiuni  with  our  Paper  (Gleanings) 
three  mouths  for  10  cents.  Address, 
H.  P.  K..  Wayside  Pub'g  Co.,  Clintonville,  Conn. 

AJX  for   One  Dollar! 

Profitable  Poultry  Farmins,  retail,  -  -  25  Cents. 

A  Living  From  Poultry,           "  -  -  25  " 

Broilers  for  Profit,      "             "  .  .  50  " 

Farm-Poultry  Doctor,              "  .  -  50  " 

A  Few  Hens,  monthly,  one  year,  -  -  25  " 

Total,  1*17757 

By  ordering  at  once  will  send  the  above  coUectioii 
for  !Sil.OO.  Address, 

MICHAEL   K.  BOYER, 

Box  A,  Hammonton,  (Atlantic  Co.,)  New  Jersey. 


on  receipt  of  10  cents. 


IIAS  LOST  HER  OCCUPATION 

and  in  the  production  and  brooding  of  chicks  she  has  beeni 
supplanted  by  the  better  and  everyway  ' 

"  "  |P  BNCUBATORS 

and  BROODERS.' 

They  Hatch  and  Brood  when  you  are  ready  They  don't^=>sqEi:=«^^  

get  lousy.  They  arrow  the  strojigest  chicks  and  the  most  of  them.,  "It  takes  a 
8<i8-page  book  to  tell  about  these  machines  and  our  Mammoth  Reliable  Poultry 
Farms.  Plans  for  poultry  houses,  best  way  to  handle,  feed  and  market  fowls,  etc, 
RELIABLE  INGB.  ANP  gROODER  CO,  Sox  ,  Qulncyi  llfc 


